RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare or
unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and should be as
detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird Records Committee, which
evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Common Yellowthroat, Adult Male

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS Bryan Palfey, Wells VT
LOCATION: Clarendon, Rutland Cnty, Vermont. Cornfield ditches off of Alfrechia rd.
DATE: 12/27/14

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: ~10am, for ~5minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 20feet Minimum 15feet

WEATHER: overcast, 50 degrees F

wind direction wind speed

sky cover lightin relation to observer's position temperature

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Nikon Monarchs
10x42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
A common summer breeder that I've seen plenty of times while living in Vermont.



HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)
Dense brush/tangle alongside a farm field ditch.

lots of japanese knotweed

A group of chickdees was foraging in the general vicinity

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to

observer)
Remained very attached to the thickest cover, rarely out for a full view;

seemed to be foraging at first, then getting agitated by our presence

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)
none

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers
will take field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional
pages with sketches and copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape:
relative to the chickadees near it, roughly similar size

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):
BOLD black mask and yellow throat, the two features that jumped at me

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):
not terribly visible during encounter, bill wasn't outside of yellowthroat size/style

Upper back:
Olive

Lower back and rump:
Olive

Wings (shape, length, markings):
appropriately short

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
not a great look at the underside, general olive continuation

Tail (shape, length, markings):
Long relative to the nearby chickadees



IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

For small, olive species in a thicket at the time of year, possible contenders were Song and Am.
Tree sparrow. The lack of these species calls, browner tones, conical bills and streaked breast
(song) solidly eliminated them. The bold yellow throat and black mask were the clinchers for

COYE.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)
Adult Male for sure

This report was written from memory.

NAME (print): Henry Wilton, 775 Graydell Ave, Apt. A, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 (former of
Rutland, Vermont); bicknellsthrush@gmail.com



