
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
 
SPECIES: Eastern meadowlark 
 
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1 
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available) Pieter van Loon, PO 
Box 326, Marlboro, VT 05344, boydenvl@myfairpoint.net 
 
LOCATION: (place, township, county) approx. 4824 Main Road, West Haven, Rutland Co. 
(43.6507207,-73.3755344) and again a little later and further west across from 5090 Main Road. 
 
DATE: 12/22/2014 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 11:00 AM - Seen twice while driving on Main Road. The first sighting 
was only about 4-5 seconds, as I was on my way to an appointment and couldn’t stop. The second sighting was perhaps 
5-7 seconds, as it flew away when I slowed the car. 
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:  Maximum_200 ft____    Minimum_40 ft.____ 
 
WEATHER:  
 
wind direction _unknown__ wind speed  __unknown_ 
 
sky cover _overcast______      light in relation to observer's position diffused  
temperature_____mid-20s__________ 
 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) None 
 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: 
Have seen this species many times in the southern Champlain Valley. Most frequent sightings have been in Addison 
county in the New Haven and Bristol area, although seen regularly in summer months throughout Addison and Rutland 
Counties. 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 
 
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
The first time I saw it. it flew up from the side of the road in an area of scattered cedars growing in a pasture 
just east of Charron Farms. There is a small brook further east and large farm fields just to the west. The 
second time I saw it, it was perched on the wires across from Charron Farms with wide open farm fields on 
both sides of the road. Snow cover was light and patchy in the fields and pastures. 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
Bobbing flight pattern. First sighting - Flushed from the ground when the car approached, flew along side the 
road for about 200 yards and landed on a telephone wire across the road. Second sighting - perched on wire 
across from CHarron Farms (5090 Main Rd.) and flew southwest with undulating flight. 
 



VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) - None heard 
 
 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
 
Relative size and shape: Seen in flight, it appeared roughly woodpecker size, but perhaps a bit stockier with a rounded 
tail, not pointed. 
 
Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): From behind the nape was brown and the crown appeared mostly 
brown with a hint of a white central stripe. When it landed on the power line, I clearly saw a bright yellow 
throat. 
 
Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): Long-ish, very pointy bill that appeared black. 
 
Upper back: Brown, somewhat mottled 
 
Lower back and rump: Appeared the same as the upper back, brown and somewhat mottled. 
 
Wings (shape, length, markings): stout, somewhat rounded wings. Uneven, undulating flight pattern. 
 
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Breast and belly brilliant yellow with bold, black “V” on chest. White flanks 
with brown spots. 
 
Tail (shape, length, markings): Medium length. Rounded, fan-shaped tail with white on the outer edges when in 
flight, but pointed when perched on wire. 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS 
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
My first impression based on the brown, mottled back and undulating flight was that it might be a flicker. The habitat 
was also OK for flicker, but it lacked the white rump. The outer tail feathers were white, which brought to mind junco, 
but this bird was much larger than a junco and did not have a direct flight pattern. It was the size of a thrush, but again, 
didn’t have the right flight pattern. Another thought was thrasher, but it was a duller brown, mottled, had a shorter tail, 
and had a different flight pattern. 
 
 
COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory _X__  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)_Pieter van Loon________SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS __ PO Box 326, Marlboro, VT 05344____________________ 
 
DATE _1/19/2015______ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


