RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Cape May Warbler
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)
Chris Rimmer, VCE, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055

LOCATION: (place, township, county) Kilowatt South Park, Wilder, Windsor County
DATE: 16 November 2014
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 3:00 pm; bird observed continuously for 3-4 minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 5m Minimum 2 m
WEATHER:

wind direction N/A wind speed 0
sky cover: overcast lightin relation to observer's position N/A temperature ~45F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Leica Trinovid 8x32

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

[ have observed Cape May Warblers regularly, though not frequently, over 40 years of birding, mostly as
migrants but also on their breeding grounds in Quebec and Ontario.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

The bird was in a 10-m wide swath of 2-3 meter high, honeysuckle-dominated thickets between the gravel
parking area and open water. There are a few emergent hardwoods and white pine up to 8-m tall in this patch,
but the bird was in the thickets the entire time I observed it. It was in the company of 2 Black-capped
Chickadees, with which it was foraging.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)

[ first noticed the chickadees and then observed a small active bird showing prominent yellow on its underparts.
[ had unobstructed views at close range as it foraged actively but methodically, gleaning from the stems and
remaining leaves of the honeysuckles. It was not the least bit timid and approached to within 2 m, both on its
own and in response to quiet pishing. After identifying it as a male Cape May, I broadcast a single bout of Cape
May song on my iPhone (Audubon app), at which point the bird immediately approached to 1.5 m, though did
not vocalize audibly in response. Fifteen seconds later it flew off with the chickadees, and I did not see it again.



VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

None heard

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape: small, slender warbler

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): Facial pattern distinct, with yellow in front of eye and around bill,
and extensive yellow on sides of neck. No chestnut visible on auriculars, which appeared dusky but

contrasted with yellow on rest of face; semblance of a darker eye-line

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): legs, feet and bill dark; bill slender but not as needlelike as Tennessee
or Nashville

Upper back: Upperparts dusky olive, appeared unstreaked

Lower back and rump: similar to upper back; rump not seen clearly

Wings (shape, length, markings): prominent, wide single white wing bar

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Breast and sides yellow, with distinct black streakings becoming
more blurry on lower flanks. Undertail coverts whitish and unstreaked.

Tail (shape, length, markings): seen open only briefly, and some white on or near tips observed, but exact
patterning not noted

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Distinguished from Yellow-rumped Warbler by lack of prominent yellow rump, bold streaking on breast,
brightness of yellow on breast and sides, wide single white wingbar, and distinct facial patter. From eastern
subspecies of Palm Warbler by above features plus whitish vs. yellow undertail coverts. From fall Magnolia
by facial pattern, bold single wing bar, finer black streaking on breast extending to throat, lack of median
white tail band.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

The bird was definitely a male, and | believe it was an adult

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after __X__ the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)
NAME (print) Chris Rimmer SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS VCE, P.O. Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055
DATE 12 January 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



