
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  	
  Northern	
  Gannet	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  	
  1	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  	
  Kevin Mack 558 Sugarhouse Rd  West Burke, VT 
05871 
	
   	
   OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) 

Ann Nygard 558 Sugarhouse Rd  West Burke, VT 05871 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county)  Lyndonville, VT  Caledonia County 
	
  
DATE:	
  	
  Dec.	
  13,	
  2014	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  	
  @	
  12:30	
  pm	
  	
  for	
  approximately	
  5-­‐10	
  minutes.	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum 1000’____    Minimum___500’__ 
 
This is a guess.  The bird was quite high although close enough to be seen 
with the naked eye without strain. It was not in the clouds (no clouds that 
day, just very overcast with a low ceiling) and clearly visible but it was 
200’? above the forested hill that I watched the bird crest on its flight north.	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
  	
  Very	
  overcast,	
  gray	
  sky.	
  	
  No	
  precipitation	
  or	
  sun	
  
	
  
wind direction ___unknown_____ wind speed  _____Light___ 
 
sky cover ___gray, flat light, no sun      
light in relation to observer's position temperature__   poor lighting_____________________ 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.) 
None	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
	
  
Familiar	
  with	
  species	
  from	
  numerous	
  encounters	
  during	
  fall	
  and	
  winter	
  in	
  
such	
  locales	
  as	
  Jones	
  Beach	
  West	
  End	
  2	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  and	
  Assateague	
  and	
  
Chincoteague	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  Delmarva	
  Peninsula.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 



 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
	
  
Bird	
  was	
  soaring	
  high	
  above	
  a	
  typical	
  NEK	
  landscape	
  of	
  forest	
  and	
  field	
  
adjacent	
  to	
  the	
  northbound	
  exit	
  for	
  Route	
  5	
  Lyndonville-­‐East	
  Burke	
  on	
  I-­‐91.	
  	
  
Near	
  the	
  Passumpsic	
  River	
  but	
  certainly	
  no	
  large	
  lakes	
  nearby.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
 
Bird was soaring with only two observed wingbeats.  The soaring was in 
wide, but not particularly wide circles high above a forested hillside and the 
exit ramp.  The bird was seen in these circles twice and otherwise was 
riding to the north.  Flight was stable and wingbeats were slow.  No 
reaction to observer or traffic as bird was quite high. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls) 
	
  NA	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  	
  The	
  bird	
  was	
  very	
  long-­‐winged	
  and	
  struck	
  a	
  “pure”	
  white	
  
figure	
  against	
  the	
  gray	
  sky.	
  	
  At	
  a	
  distance	
  it	
  was	
  large.	
  The	
  only	
  observable	
  
color	
  on	
  the	
  bird	
  was	
  clear	
  and	
  distinct	
  black	
  wingtips	
  that	
  were	
  quite	
  
noticeable	
  against	
  the	
  white	
  bird	
  and	
  gray	
  sky.	
  	
  It	
  struck	
  a	
  very	
  lean	
  and	
  
angular	
  appearance	
  in	
  the	
  sky	
  with	
  long	
  pointed	
  wings	
  and	
  tail	
  (unlike	
  a	
  snow	
  
goose	
  for	
  instance).	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  bird	
  was	
  observed	
  as	
  it	
  flew	
  at	
  my	
  location	
  and	
  then	
  when	
  it	
  was	
  directly	
  
overhead.	
  
	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):  Given distance from bird and gray sky it was 
difficult to determine any characteristics although its overall shape was of 
a long tube with long pointed wings so the head give little in differentiation 
of overall shape. 
	
  
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length):  The overall shape of the bird gave indication of a 
long bill that “need like” extended from a very lean and narrowly shaped 
bird. 
	
  



	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  	
  Recall	
  that	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  observation	
  of	
  the	
  bird	
  was	
  from	
  below	
  but	
  
bird’s	
  overall	
  impression	
  was	
  long,	
  pointed,	
  white	
  bird	
  with	
  black	
  wingtips.	
  
	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  	
  White.	
  
	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings): Long, lean angular and white  Extensive black on 
wingtips to approximately the bend in the wing but not quite. 
	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  	
  	
  Strongly	
  white.	
  	
  Any	
  gray	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  
“absorbed”	
  by	
  the	
  gray	
  sky.	
  
	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings):   White long and pointed, like the whole bird. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
	
  
Yes.	
  	
  While	
  observing	
  the	
  bird	
  I	
  ran	
  through	
  likely	
  candidates	
  including,	
  Snow	
  
Goose,	
  Snowy	
  Owl,	
  Northern	
  Harrier	
  male,	
  and	
  typical	
  North	
  American	
  gull	
  
species.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.)  NO 
While driving north on I91 and almost to the exit for Burke/Lyndon, my wife 
called out, “I think I just saw a Snowy Owl”.  As we came to the exit I 
determined that based on her description of its flight the bird would likely 
fly directly overhead so when off the exit I pulled into the Calkins parking 
lot at the bottom of the exit ramp on the right.  Her description was of a bird 
soaring over the woods which immediately struck me as odd for a Snowy 
but soon enough a large, white bird soared over the hill and woods.  I 
immediately eliminated the owl but the large, white bird was striking.  My 
wife, not a birder, then asked “Is it a gull?”.  (Maybe she is a birder!)  I 
watched the bird as it continued north basically along the interstate until I 
lost it in the gray overcast.  It maintained a constant elevation so far as I 
could tell and in the time I watched it soared with only two or maybe three 
slow long wingbeats. 
 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory __X___  (please attach copies of notes if available)  See attached email. 
 
 



NAME (print)______Kevin Mack _____________________SIGNATURE (not 
req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS _____________558 Sugarhouse Rd  West Burke, VT 05871 
_______________________________________________ 
 
DATE ________Dec. 18, 2014__________ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 
 
Email: 
 
To 
 
Craig Provost 
 
Dec 13 at 1:05 PM 
 
Hi Craig, I am sending this to you as I am not a member of the VT list but at  
 
approximately 1230 this afternoon while getting off the northbound exit for Lyndonville  
 
on I-91 my wife cried, " I just saw a snowy owl". She said it was flying high over a wood  
 
towards the direction of the exit. I got of and immediately pulled into a parking lot to look  
 
for the bird where I hoped it would crest the hill. 
 
With no binoculars I observed a soaring bird, with occasional lazy wing flaps come into  
 
view. It soared much more than it flapped and its overall appearance was remarkable. It  
 
was extremely long winged and gave a strong appearance of white. My wife asked if it  
 
was a gull. When it flew directly over me, at some height, the amount of black on its  
 
wings, the form and shape of the bird made it unmistakable for a Gannett. I am very  
 
confident of the observation though realize how incredible it is. 
 
I watched and then lost the bird as it soared to the north. 
 
I'll submit a report to the records committee but flag this in case another observer  
 
comes upon a large soaring mystery. 
 
Kevin 


