
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  Yellow-headed Blackbird	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  one 
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) 
 
 Observer making report: Sarah Rosedahl 
 
 Other observers: Bridget Butler, Pat Folsom, Zac Cota, Jim Mead, David Hoag, Tom Jiamachello 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county) 68 Farm House Lane, North Hero VT 05474, Grand Isle Co.  
	
  
DATE:	
  12/1/2014	
  	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  off and on many times between 8AM and 2PM 
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum approximately 30 yards   Minimum 10 feet	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
  partly	
  sunny	
  
	
  
wind direction ________ wind speed  ________ 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position temperature___________________________ 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.) Nikon D3200 with 18-55mm lens 
	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
The yellow-headed blackbird arrived at the feeders with a  flock of cowbirds. It is distinctly larger. The bright 
yellow chest stands out. Obviously different from our regular feeder birds this time of year, including 
occasional cow birds, house sparrows, juncos, doves, occasional white-throated sparrows, chickadees. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo yes Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? 
Flickr.com https://www.flickr.com/photos/24310056@N07/sets/72157649558198761/  
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
	
  
Observed at feeders with flock of cow birds, in forsythia hedge and also in cattails all close to the house. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 



	
  
Feeding on the ground under feeders. Movement similar to a towhee – little jumps backward. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls) Did not hear it 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  slightly	
  larger	
  than	
  it’s	
  cowbird	
  friends	
  
	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): top of head dark, dark eyes, yellow around eyes and throat & 
upper chest 
	
  
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length): bill and feet black 
	
  
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  upper	
  back	
  dark	
  
	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump	
  dark,	
  yellow	
  spot	
  at	
  vent	
  
	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings): wings dark, difficult to determine whether there is any white 
	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  breast	
  yellow	
  
	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings): average length, dark 
	
  
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
	
   Oriole	
  –	
  this	
  bird	
  only	
  yellow	
  on	
  part	
  of	
  face	
  and	
  breast	
  	
  
	
   Varied	
  thrush	
  –	
  this	
  bird	
  feeding	
  on	
  the	
  ground	
  like	
  a	
  blackbird,	
  with	
  the	
  cowbirds,	
  body	
  mostly	
  dark	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.) Dave Hoag and Zac Cota also have photos 
 
 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory _____  (please attach copies of notes if available) Photos attached. Report written in evening 
after sightings all morning and early afternoon. About 15 birders observed the from the house. 
 
 
NAME (print) Sarah Rosedahl       SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 68 Farm House Lane, North Hero VT 05474 



 
DATE 12/1/2014 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 

 



 



 


