RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Harris’ Sparrow

NUMBER OBSERVED: one

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)
Alison Wagner (reporter)

111 Highland Drive

Huntington, VT 05462

802-434-7672

Eric Hynes (other reporter)

LOCATION: (place, township, county)
Bridport, Addison County, Vermont

Basin Harbor Road (between Middle Road and Market Road West). Bird was in small swale on east side of
the road.

DATE: November 29, 2014
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 9:35 a.m. for about 30 seconds

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 35 feet
WEATHER:
Good light, partly sunny skies, calm, temperature was about 20 degrees.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Swarovski EL

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

This was a life bird for me. My only experience has been studying the species in field guides. Eric has observed
many in the west as well as other places he’s traveled.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Eric took several photos and has submitted them online on eBird via Flicker. No
recordings; the bird was silent.

HABITAT: Rural, farm country, just north of a few houses (that had bird feeders). It was in a swale with
partially frozen water and snow coverage. On the east side of the road there are some trees and bushes
along the edges of the stream. Further from the stream (south) is a small tree line with dense bushes
bordering farm fields. The west side of the road is more open with farm fields and some weedy plants in the
upper end of the swale.



BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: It flew up to a large, low limb of a tree, about 20 feet off the ground. It remained quite
still on the limb of the tree for about a minute before it flew down into dense brush cover near the water’s
edge. Despite 1.5 hours of searching for the bird, it did not reappear and may be because of a Northern
Shrike that passed through.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) none heard

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

There was a mixed flock of birds. We saw HOSP, ATSP, Juncos, and Chickadees feeding along the edge of
the road. We stopped and Eric made some high pitched squeaks to see if any birds would respond. First a
few Blue Jays flew in to a tall tree close to the car and within a matter of seconds, Eric announced, “Harris’
Sparrow.” Eric was able to watch it for about a minute and get some photos; | was only able to observe it for
about 30 seconds (from the driver side of the car). | was able to get good looks through an unobstructed
open window and focused on the head and wing of the bird. | did not observe the feet, back, or rump.

Large sparrow with chunky, triangular and pinkish beak surrounded by black plumage on front of face and
extending up to the crown and down the throat. A hint of white streaking in black on crown. Boxy-look to
the black face created by sharp contrast at margins with buffy cheeks and white breast. Slight streaking and
light buff on flanks. Plumage pattern on wings similar to White-crowned Sparrow with white edges on
coverts and tertials.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) Adult, winter plumage

This report was written from memory the same evening as observation.

NAME Alison Wagner
P. O. Box 123 Huntington, VT. 05462

DATE 11/30/14

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



