
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  Harris’	
  Sparrow	
   	
   	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  1	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) 
	
  
Eric	
  Hynes	
  	
  (reporting)	
  
78	
  Sherman	
  Street	
  
Burlington,	
  VT	
  05401	
  
erichynes28@gmail.com	
  
207-­‐807-­‐8791	
  
	
  
Alison	
  Wagner	
  –	
  other	
  observer	
  
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county) 
 
43.988547, -73.368229 
Bridport, Addison County, Vermont 
 
The	
  West	
  Branch	
  of	
  Dead	
  Creek	
  crossing	
  of	
  Basin	
  Harbor	
  Road	
  in	
  Bridport,	
  VT.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  on	
  the	
  east	
  side	
  of	
  
the	
  Basin	
  Harbor	
  Road,	
  just	
  south	
  of	
  Market	
  Road	
  West.	
  
	
  
	
  
DATE:	
  	
  29	
  November	
  2014	
  (report	
  submitted	
  same	
  day	
  as	
  observation)	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  0935	
  for	
  less	
  than	
  a	
  minute	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum____~40 feet_    Minimum__same___	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  20	
  degrees	
  F,	
  barely	
  any	
  wind,	
  partly	
  sunny,	
  good	
  light	
  
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.) 
Zeiss	
  Victory	
  HT	
  8x	
  for	
  Eric	
  /	
  Swarovski	
  EL	
  for	
  Alison	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
	
  
Eric:	
  I	
  have	
  seen	
  a	
  few	
  vagrants	
  on	
  the	
  east	
  coast	
  before	
  but	
  most	
  of	
  my	
  experience	
  is	
  with	
  birds	
  on	
  their	
  
wintering	
  grounds	
  in	
  north	
  Texas	
  and	
  a	
  few	
  other	
  states.	
  I	
  have	
  observed	
  dozens.	
  
	
  
Alison:	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  lifer	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo ___Yes___ Tape Recording ___No___ Specimen ___No___ 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emhimages/15719604108/	
  
	
  



and	
  
	
  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emhimages/15907085895/in/photostream/	
  
	
  
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
	
  
Stream	
  swale	
  –	
  weedy	
  on	
  one	
  side,	
  trees	
  and	
  shrubs	
  on	
  the	
  other	
  bank;	
  in	
  general	
  –	
  open	
  farm	
  country	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
	
  
Popped	
  up	
  into	
  a	
  tree,	
  perched	
  on	
  an	
  outer	
  branch	
  ~15	
  feet	
  off	
  the	
  ground,	
  in	
  view	
  for	
  less	
  than	
  a	
  minute,	
  
flew	
  off	
  undetected	
  
	
  
Came	
  into	
  view	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  squeaking	
  with	
  BLJA,	
  BCCH,	
  ATSP,	
  WBNU,	
  HOSP,	
  AMGO,	
  and	
  SCJU	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls) 
	
  
	
  
Did	
  not	
  hear	
  the	
  bird	
  
	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
An adult in winter plumage. A large Zonotrichia shaped sparrow, reminiscent of a White-
crowned Sparrow, popped up into a tree in response to squeaking. Large dull pinkish triangular 
bill surrounded by black plumage. The black feathering continued up onto the crown and down 
the throat (no white intrusion) onto the upper breast. The black on the crown was bordered by 
white speckling. The head was mostly buffy from a side view with the auricular patch being 
slightly darker than the surrounding buffy feathers. The bird had a mostly unmarked white belly 
but there was a little faint streaking restricted to the flanks and sides of breast. The mantle was 
buffy with some streaking. The greater coverts and tertials were conspicuously edged white. The 
clear rump was grayish buff. 
	
  
I	
  did	
  not	
  look	
  for	
  the	
  dark	
  post	
  ocular	
  spot	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  visible	
  (barely)	
  in	
  the	
  photo	
  
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
	
  
	
  
Distinctive	
  species	
  –	
  no	
  close	
  look-­‐alikes	
  to	
  confuse	
  it	
  with	
  that	
  come	
  to	
  my	
  mind	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
 
 
Adult in winter plumage 
 
This report was written from memory upon my return home from seeing the bird 
 
 


