RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: White-eyed Vireo

NUMBER OBSERVED: many

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)

Larry Clarfeld... also observed by Ted Murin, Hank Kaestner. Observed by many others as well.
LOCATION: Burlington Intervale, Burlington, VT

DATE: 11/23/14

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: Observed on-and-off over the course of 2.5 hours.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum___ Minimum 12 feet

WEATHER:

wind direction _n/a wind speed __calm

sky cover _overcast_ lightin relation to observer's position temperature_ seen in good lighting__

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)

Nikon Monarchs 8X42, Nikon D80s

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

I am fairly familiar with the species, having observed it many times in Cape May, N]J.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo _yes__ Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?_

https://flic.kr/ps/qGEEj and https:/flic.kr/p/pU2ZMd
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

General habitat in the area is scrubby/weedy hedge rows with small hardwood forest fragments and mixed-use
agricultural area. Features of the microbahitat around where the bird was observed include a row of dense
cedars, grassy thickets, fragments of floodplain forest, several rows of raspberry bushes, and an artificial pond
with grassy/brushy edges. Typical bird species seen in this area during this time of year include sparrows,
chickadees, nuthatches, woodpeckers, and cardinals.



BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)
The Vireo was very active and alert, constantly moving. It was most active below eye level, moving slowly
through (often dense) vegetation. It responded several times to pishing, perching higher in bushes/trees. While

observing it at the far end of the community garden, it made a long flight over the field back towards the area it
was initially sighted, parting ways with the nearby group of chickadees. It called several

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)
Possible call notes heard at one point, but otherwise silent
The vireo was almost entirely silent, excepting two call notes made shortly after it flew across an open field. This

was in approx. 30-40 minutes of total observation.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Please see the photo... it is worth 1,000 words... bird was photographed from every angle.

Relative size and shape:

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

The yellow spectacles were the first field mark | noticed and immediately signaled this species as a
possibility. When seen at close range, the white eye confirmed. This gorgeous adult also sported a gray
nape and white throat.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):

Hooked bill typical of vireos.

Upper back:

Greenish back

Lower back and rump:

Greenish back and rump

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Two white wing bars.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:

Wide, yellow flanks and white belly/breast.

Tail (shape, length, markings):



Greenish yellow tinge to tail feathers.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Distinctive yellow coloration on face/flanks rules out all other vireo species. This bird was seen well by
many observers and photographed (one photo link included, many more photos available showing
different angles).

This stunning adult was both beautiful and distinctive. The white eyes alone rule out all other vireo species

likely (and unlikely) to occur. Additionally, the combination of yellow spectacles, yellow flanks, white throat, and
white wing bars are unique to this species.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)
Adult bird based on plumage.
This report was written from notes taken during immediately after the observation, or written

from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)

Notes written from memory.

NAME (print)__Larry Clarfeld SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS __ 20 W. Canal St, Apt. 203, Winooski, VT 05404
DATE __11/24/14____

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



