VT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
RECORDS OF VERMONT BIRDS

AOU #
FILE #
RARE SPECIES REPORT (RSD)
SPECIES: Lincoln’s Sparrow NUMBER OBSERVED: 1
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS: (Mike Winslow)
Tyler P. Pockette
LOCATION:
Market Rd., Bridport, Addison Co.
DATE:
05 January, 2014
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: DISTANCE FROM BIRD:
1:00-1:05pm Minimum: 3 m Maximum: 10 m
WEATHER:
Sky cover: 50% cloud cover Wind direction: N/A

I do not recall the exact weather at the time of viewing. I do not remember it being poor
weather though and think the weather may have been rather warm because I remember
the ice in the frozen cattail patch was melting, and there was some standing water the
following day.

Temperature: 35° deg. F.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:
10 x 42 Nikon Trailblazers

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR
FORMS:

I have seen this species many times and am very familiar with its identification, habits,
and separation from other Melospiza. This is a common species where I live in Southern
California from October-April.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo: no
If yes to the above, where is the information deposited?

HABITAT:

The bird was seen in a patch of cattails along a ditch on Market Rd. The cattail patch was
about 25m in width, and the ditch stretched several hundred meters in length. There was
no open water, and the area where the bird was inhabiting was frozen solid. Three birds

Comment [1]: Note that it is great that the
observer has experience with this species,
however, the species is still rare in Vermont,
and as such, we are interested in adequate
documentation that enables the committee to
eliminate other similar-looking species.




were present at the time of first observation, including 1 Swamp Sparrow and 1 Song
Sparrow (Melospiza trifecta!) which provided good comparison for each of the 3 species.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR:

The LISP was the first of the 3 birds seen at this location. It was first seen from about
10m away when it flew from the ground on the side of the road onto a clump of cattails
where I got good looks at it for about 5 seconds. Being familiar with this species, I called
to Mike that [ had a Lincoln’s Sparrow. The bird then flew and perched in a Juniper about
10m away where Mike was able to see it for another few seconds before it ducked into
the foliage. Mike and I tried to approach the bush to see if we could get more looks at it,
but it flushed and flew about 100m away down the ditch and we were distracted by a
Swamp Sparrow that also flushed from the Juniper.

VOCALIZATION:
High, thin chip notes when it flew.

DESCRIPTION:

The bird was a small sparrow with a brown back with fine streaking. The face was very
gray and the crown was brown with a gray streak. The breast was the most noticeable
field mark. It was a buffy-yellow color which extended down the flanks with very crisp,
black streaks, much unlike the blurry streaks of a SWSP. When the bird was perched in
the Juniper and facing towards us, the color of the breast and flanks extended up the
bird’s face. The buffy malar was indistinguishable from the breast color.

Relative size and shape:
Relatively small sparrow with average length tail.| |

Head:
Head had a lot of gray on the cheeks, buff-colored malar and brown on top with a gray
stripe.

Bill and feet:
Did not take note of these field marks.

Upper back:
Upper back was brown with lots of streaks.

Lower back and rump:
Can’t recall the lower back. Did not note this field mark.

Wings:
Did not note the wings.

E

Comment [2]: This section could be more
specific..what species of hawk?

J




Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
Breast and flanks were bright buffy color with very crisp, fine streaks. There was also a
very clear demarcation line between the buffy breast and white belly.

Tail:
Did not note much about the tail. | Comment [3]: The ail is black in both Black
Vulture and Turkey Vulture, but Turkey
Vulture has a much longer tail than Black
Vulture...shape and color are both important
to note here.

WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Swamp Sparrow was ruled out due to the brightness of the breast color and the crispness
of the black streaks. Song Sparrow ruled out due to buffy color and fineness of the

streaks. | Comment [4]: THIS IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT PART OF THE WRITE-UP.
Here, the amount of white in the wing does
separate a Turkey Vulture from a Black

COMMENTS: Vulture, however, the description of the
Notes were taken immediately after viewing the bird, WITHOUT consulting a field wings given above does not provide enough
guide. The notes were provided for a rare species write up at the pot luck dinner for the information for safe differentiation of the

two species. Again, the more specific the
description, the better.

Middlebury Christmas bird count that evening.

This report was written from notes taken: during immediately after x  the
observation, or

written from memory __ x_ (please attach copies of notes if
available)
NAME: Tyler Pockette SIGNATURE: N/A
MAILING ADDRESS: 2062 Rt 7 Salisbury, VT 05769 DATE: October 28, 2014

Please email this copy to <kmcfarland@yvtecostudies.org>

Or return signed copy to: Vt. Bird Records Committee(VBRC) c/o: Vermont Center for
Ecostudies (VCE), P.O.Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055.



