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 RARE SPECIES REPORT (RSD)                                                                         
 
 
SPECIES:  Fox Sparrow   NUMBER OBSERVED: 1 
 
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT:  OTHER OBSERVERS: (Mike Betourney) 
Tyler P. Pockette 
 
LOCATION: 
Pigeon Rd. East, Salisbury, Addison Co. 
 
DATE: 
Mid December-End of March, 2014 (personally observed on January 2nd and February 
2nd) 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: DISTANCE FROM BIRD: 
 All day    Minimum: 3 m  Maximum: 10 m 
 
WEATHER: 
Bird was present for several winter months, so weather was variable during observations. 
 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:  
10 x 42 Nikon Trailblazers, 400mm Canon digital camera.  
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR 
FORMS: 
I am quite familiar with this species. I have seen Fox Sparrow, particularly the red form 
many times. Our property in Salisbury gets several each year during migration and I 
encounter them regularly elsewhere during migration in VT.  
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo: yes      
If yes to the above, where is the information deposited? 
 
HABITAT:  
The bird spent the winter visiting my aunt and uncle’s bird feeder in Salisbury. Their 
property is forest edge with dense hedgerows on the border of agriculture field.  
 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: 
The bird was always easily seen at their home feeding on the ground or under their porch. 
It spent most of its time at the feeder, though it would retreat to the brush at the edge of 



their lawn from time to time. It was closely tied to the feeder all winter, presumably due 
to its broken upper bill.  
 
 
 
VOCALIZATION:  
None observed 
 
DESCRIPTION:   
Large sparrow with bright reddish colored back, white belly with bold red spots/streaks.    
 
 
 Relative size and shape: 
Very large sparrow. 
 
 Head:   
Head was red and gray. Red crown and auriculars with gray cheeks above the eye. 
 
 Bill and feet: 
Bill was yellow, but the top half was broken off. 
 
 Upper back: 
Bright red with blurry streaks. 
 
 Lower back and rump: 
Red rump. 
 
 Wings: 
Also red. 
 
 Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: 
Breast and belly were white, with reddish spots/streaks that were heaviest on the breast.  
 
 Tail: 
Also red.  
 
 
WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS 
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
No other species were really considered since this bird was so unmistakable.  
 
COMMENTS: 
My uncle sent me photos of a “mystery bird” in late December that had been at their 
feeder for a few weeks. I went over to document the bird and they kept me updated on it. 
I saw it on January 2nd (photo time stamp) and on February 2nd (dinner for my father’s 
birthday). 

Comment [1]: This section could be more 
specific…what species of hawk?   

Comment [2]: The tail is black in both Black 
Vulture and Turkey Vulture, but Turkey 
Vulture has a much longer tail than Black 
Vulture…shape and color are both important 
to note here. 



 
This report was written from notes taken:   during____ immediately after_____ the 
observation, or 
   written from memory ___x___  (please attach copies of notes if 
available) 
 
 
NAME: Tyler Pockette    SIGNATURE: N/A 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 2062 Rt 7 Salisbury, VT 05769        DATE: October 28, 2014 
 
Please email this copy to <kmcfarland@vtecostudies.org> 
 
Or return signed copy to: Vt. Bird Records Committee(VBRC) c/o: Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies (VCE), P.O.Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055.  
 

 


