
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
!
SPECIES:!Tennessee!Warbler!
!
NUMBER!OBSERVED:!1!
!
OBSERVER!MAKING!REPORT:!OTHER!OBSERVERS!(and addresses if available) Kyle Jones 
!
LOCATION:!(place, township, county) 55 River St., Bethel, VT, Windsor County 
!
DATE:!November!8!and!11,!2014!
!
TIME!AND!LENGTH!OF!OBSERVATION:!Two!separate!observations,!different!days,!seemed!to!be!the!same!
bird.!About!40!minutes!of!observation,!much!of!it!searching!for!and!trying!to!photograph!the!bird.!
!
DISTANCES!FROM!BIRD:!!Maximum_____    Minimum_____ 10’ to 40’!
!
WEATHER:!!Sunny,!40T50F,!north!winds!on!the!8th,!calmer!on!the!11th.!
!
wind direction ________ wind speed  ________ 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position: various angles, sometimes backlit, but tries to 
get over the shoulder lighting as much as possible.  
!
OPTICAL!EQUIPMENT:!(make, power, etc.) 8X Nikon Monarchs 
!
OBSERVER'S!PREVIOUS!ACQUAINTANCE!WITH!THIS!SPECIES!OR!SIMILAR!FORMS:!
I!see!one!to!a!few!every!year,!never!a!lot.!This!year!I!have!had!several!November!sightings!in!the!local!
area!and!one!orangeTcrowned!warbler!sighting!in!the!same!tree!as!this!individual,!but!about!a!week!
earlier.!
!
OTHER!DOCUMENTATION:!Photo __x____ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?_flickr, ebird, inaturalist, will file with this report 
!
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
Young!apple!trees!right!outside!my!apartment!door.!Leaves!are!staying!green!late!into!the!season,!I!
believe!that!(and!associated!insects)!may!be!what!is!attracting!the!bird.!There!are!feeders!in!one!of!the!
trees!attracting!a!lot!of!the!typical!feeder!birds.!This!activity!may!be!attracting!the!warbler!as!well.!There!
was!no!indication!of!the!warbler!showing!an!interest!in!the!feeders.!There!are!also!a!lot!of!invasive!
plants!around.!This!is!on!the!slope!of!the!RR!tracks!and!the!White!River!is!on!the!other!side!of!my!
apartment.!
!
BIRD'S!BEHAVIOR:!(feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
On!the!8th,!fairly!active!gleaning!in!the!leaves,!moved!from!one!tree!to!another!a!couple!of!times.!Usually!
in!the!thick!of!the!leaves,!so!could!be!difficult!to!see!much!of!the!timeTbut!the!yellowish!color!and!actions!
different!than!associated!goldfinches!made!it!somewhat!easy!to!track.!
On!the!11th!was!preening!for!a!couple!of!minutes.!
!



VOCALIZATION:!(song or calls) 
High!thin!chip.!On!the!11th!I!was!not!looking!for!the!bird!but!walked!by!the!tree!and!heard!an!unusual!
chip,!so!I!looked!and!found!the!TEWA!nearby,!
!
DESCRIPTION:!(Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
!
Relative!size!and!shape:!
ShortTtailed!warbler!with!thin!bill.!Goldfinches!for!comparison.!!
!
Head!(crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): 
A!mix!of!gray!and!yellowish.!GreenishTgray!crown,!pale!supercilium,!dark!line!through!eye,!light!cheeks!
and!undereye!area.!Yellowish!throat!and!nape!paler!yellow!than!crown!and!back!(nape!color!mostly!
determined!from!photo).!
!
Feet!and Bill!(shape, color, length): 
Bill!looked!thin!in!the!field,!not!so!thin!in!the![foreshortened]!photo.!Bill!darker!above!than!below.!Legs!
dark!in!the!upper!half,!yellowish!lower!and!feet.!
!
Upper!back:!
Unstreaked,yellowTgreen!
!
Lower!back!and!rump:!
Unstreaked,yellowTgreen!
!
Wings!(shape, length, markings): 
Single!pale,!thin!wing!bar.!I!remember!it!as!white,!but!it!looks!yellow!in!the!photo.!
!
Breast,!belly,!flanks,!undertail!coverts:!
Undertail!coverts!white.!Seen!repeatedly!and!in!photograph.!Breast!and!flanks!yellowish,!unstreaked.!
Belly!white.!
!
Tail!(shape, length, markings): 
Relatively!short!for!a!warbler.!No!tail!spots!(seen!well,!especially!during!preening).!!
!
IMPORTANT:!WHAT!SIMILAR!SPECIES!WERE!ELIMINATED!WHEN!MAKING!THIS!IDENTIFICATION!AND!
HOW!WAS!THIS!BIRD!DIFFERENT?!
Many!of!the!other!late!warblers!have!streaked!backs,!bold!wingbars,!tail!spots,!heavier!bodies!
(Blackpoll,!BayTbreasted,!Pine!–also!lacks!back!streaking).!
The!most!similar!warbler!is!orangeTcrowned.!OrangeTcrowned!has!yellow!or!yellowish!undertail!coverts,!
more!distinctive!broken!eyeTring.!Blurry!streaking!on!breast.!
!
COMMENTS:!(was age or sex determined?, etc.) No 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _X__ the observation, or written 
from memory __X__  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
NAME Kyle Jones 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 55 River St, Apt. 3 Bethel, VT 05032 
 
DATE 11/12/2014 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 
Notes from eBird submission on 11/8: 
Third TEWA observation in 2 days. This one in the same tree an OCWA was in a few days ago--
but very different bird. Yellow throat and breast, grayish-white stomach and white undertail 



coverts. No tail spots. Yellowish face with white supercilium, dark eye line, greenish-grayish top of 
head. Greenish yellow back. No back or breast streaks. 
 
Notes from eBird submission on 11/11: 
Continuing bird from 11/8. Same tree. 
 

 


