RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT:

Ronald Payne

496 Weybridge St.

Middlebury, VT

05753

OTHER OBSERVERS:

Sue P.

Mike Korkuc

Sue Wetmore

[an Worley

LOCATION: Lake Dunmore, Salisbury, VT
DATE: 7/1/2014

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: Wetmore observed the bird from 12:15 to 1:27.

Payne and Worley observed the bird from 7:10 to 7:30. Other observers saw the bird during the day from noon
to sunset.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD:

Wetmore, 600 meters, Payne & Worley, 1.4 km

WEATHER:

Wind direction: South Wind speed: 10 mph

Sky cover: Mostly clear  Light in relation to observer's position: Behind
Temperature: 84F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Worley: Pentax 8x42 DCF Binoculars

Payne: Pentax 8x40 PCF WP Binoculars, Nikon RA 1l 20x60 Spotting Scope.

Wetmore: Vortex 8x42 binoculars, Lecia APO 30-60 scope.



OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

Wetmore has observed Brown Pelicans in Florida and New Jersey. Payne has observed Brown Pelicans on the
coast of Georgia. Worley has seen them sporadically a few times on trips along the Atlantic Coast as far south as
Florida.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo X__ Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? http://wp.me/p1ZxHo-IG

HABITAT: Freshwater lake.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: When Payne and Worley observed the bird it was asleep on the water, head upright with
its bill tucked into its chest.

VOCALIZATION: None heard

DESCRIPTION: Unmistakably Pelican shaped.

Relative size and shape: Large body with height of back slightly aft. Long-necked.

Head: Light grayish white.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): Unmistakable Pelican bill, long with pouch underneath, dark gray in
color. Feet were not seen.

Upper back: Brown/gray without a distinct pattern.

Lower back and rump: Not seen.

Wings (shape, length, markings): Brown/gray above. Not observed in flight.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Breast and undertail covers brown, belly and flanks not seen.

Tail (shape, length, markings): Perched on the water, tail appeared short and brown.



IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

White Pelican ruled out by coloration. Unique pelican shape rules out anything else.

COMMENTS: Age was determined to be a first-year bird.

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after the observation, or written
from memory __ X (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME (print)__ Ron Payne__ SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS _496 Weybridge St. Middlebury, VT 05073

DATE _October 7, 2014

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



