
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
!
SPECIES:!!Northern!Wheatear!(Oenanthe!oenanthe)!
!
NUMBER!OBSERVED:!one!
!
OBSERVER!MAKING!REPORT:!OTHER!OBSERVERS!(and addresses if available) 
Kent P. McFarland 
555 Lincoln St.  
Woodstock, VT 05091 
!
LOCATION:!(place, township, county) 
!
VA!Hospital!parking!lot! ! ! !
White!River!Junction,!Vermont!
Windsor!Co.!

!
!
DATE:!
23!May!2014!
!
TIME!AND!LENGTH!OF!OBSERVATION:!!
!1:50!pm.!We!watched!the!bird!for!less!than!10!min.!as!we!did!not!want!to!disturb!it!so!that!others!could!
see!it.!!
!
DISTANCES!FROM!BIRD:!!Maximum__80ft___    Minimum_25ft_!
!
WEATHER:!!unrecorded!
!
wind direction ________ wind speed  ________ 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position temperature___________________________ 
!
OPTICAL!EQUIPMENT:!(make, power, etc.) 
!
8x42!binoculars!and!photographed!with!Canon!DSLR!with!100\400mm!lens.!
!
OBSERVER'S!PREVIOUS!ACQUAINTANCE!WITH!THIS!SPECIES!OR!SIMILAR!FORMS:!
!
!
OTHER!DOCUMENTATION:!Photo __X____ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 



 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?____eBird database and on this report_____ 
!
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
!
Bird!was!foraging!in!a!grassy!strip!between!cars!in!a!large!parking!lot.!
!
!
BIRD'S!BEHAVIOR:!(feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
!
Foraging.!Much!like!a!robin.!
!
!
VOCALIZATION:!(song or calls) 
!
!
DESCRIPTION:!(Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
!
These!would!be!completely!from!just!looking!at!the!photos!I!took!and!not!from!memory!or!field!notes.!
Please!just!refer!to!the!photographs.!!
!
IMPORTANT:!WHAT!SIMILAR!SPECIES!WERE!ELIMINATED!WHEN!MAKING!THIS!IDENTIFICATION!AND!
HOW!WAS!THIS!BIRD!DIFFERENT?!
!
COMMENTS:!(was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
 
Scott Johnson first found bird and then called George Clark. He was at that time unfamiliar with the species 
but his description over the phone clearly indicated that it was a wheatear to George. George alerted Ed 
Hack and me. We met at the parking lot within an hour. Within just 15 min  or so I was able to located the 
bird feeding in a long grassy, lawn between parked cars. It afforded us very good viewing and allowed me to 
take a few photos from about 25 ft away. We left the scene after just 10 min or so of viewing it not wishing to 
chase or disturb it at all. 
 
Permanent record of the bird is on VT eBird at https://ebird.org/admin/reviewSub.htm?subID=S18524176. 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory __x___  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)___Kent P. McFarland___SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS ______PO Box 684, Woodstock, VT  05091_______________ 
 
DATE ___10/27/2013___ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 



 
 

 
 



 


