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BIRD SIGHTING REPORT

American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana)

October 12, 2014
One male in non-breeding plumage

Missisquoi Bay, Lake Champlain, Highgate, Vermont; at mouth of Dead Creek approximately
700 yards west of the westernmost point of Shipyard Lane. (44.978° latitude, -73.119°
longitude.)

This bird was observed periodically from about 1:30 to 3 pm at a distance of roughly 700
yards. The sky was clear, the wind fairly calm and the air temperature about 60 degrees
Fahrenheit. Observations were made with a Nikon 20-45x 60mm spotting scope and
Celestron 8-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope alternately fitted with a Televue image erector
and Celestron Plossl 26mm eyepiece (effective 78x magnification) and a Canon 400D digital
camera, T-ring and T-adapter (effective 64x magnification) all mounted on a custom platform,
Manfrotto 3066 video head, and Manfrotto 132XB heavy duty tripod. ~Atmospheric
distortion was minimal. Overall viewing conditions were very good.

Overall this was a tall, lanky wader, appearing generally black and white and only slightly less
bulky than adjacent Bonaparte's Gulls (Chroicocephalus philadelphia). Specifically the
plumage was white except for grayish white head and long neck, black primaries and primary
coverts, black upper scapulars, and partially black secondary coverts (see photos). Dark eyes.
Long, thin, dark bill - slightly upturned at end. Short tail. Long, thin, light bluish gray legs.
Light bluish gray feet.

This bird divided its time resting with a small flock of Ring-billed Gulls (Larus crassirostris)
and Bonaparte's Gulls (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) and actively feeding on its own.

Size, color pattern, and slender structure including long legs and long, thin, upturned bill,
distinguish as avocet. Grayish white head and neck distinguish as the much more likely
American Avocet rather than the black cap and nape of Pied Avocet (A. avosetta), rather than
the red head and neck of Red-necked Avocet (A. novaehollandiae), and rather than the pure
white head and neck (and all black upper wing) of Andean Avocet (A. andina). Slightly
upturned rather than boldly upturned bill distinguish as male. Grayish white head and neck,
rather than rusty, distinguish as non-breeding plumage.
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This bird was initially discovered at this location by Richard Lavallee.
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