Vermont Bird Records Committee
P.O, BOX 420
Norwich, VT 05055

The following report was written on Friday morning, September 12, 2014 immediately after the sighting. It
is based on observations made by me. No notes were taken and no drawings were made. | apologize for not
having this write-up on a proper VBRC form, but | don't currently own a computer. Hopefully this report will
be satisfactory for the Committee. It was made on a public access computer,

SPECIES: NORTHERN WHEATEAR (Immature)

OBSERVER: James E. Osborn lii, 0-2 Grandview Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403 (802) 860-9541
LOCATION: Charlotte Town Beach, Charlotte, Chittenden County , Vermont

DATE: 12 September 2014

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 6:45 AM to around 6:51 AM (approximately 6 minutes)

DISTANCE FROM BIRD: Minimum: 165-170 yards (495-510 feet); Maximum: 190-200 yards (570-600 feet)

WEATHER: Sky Cover: 99% overcast Wind: 10-15 Knots out of the NNW

LIGHT IN RELATION TO OBSERVER: Not a factor as the sky was almost completely overcast. Temperature
inversion effect was evident over the Lake, but everything else was unaffected. Clear over land areas.

TEMPERATURE: Hovering around 50 degrees for most of the time that | was there.
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT; Bausch & Lomb ELITE "Low Light" 20X60 Telescope

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH SPECIES: | have seen this species several times in my life. It has
always been in this IMMATURE plumage. | didn't get to see the ADULT in White River Junction earlier this
year.

HABITAT: The bird was working the edge of Lake Champlain. It spent time on the rocky shoreline, the edge
of the concrete jetty, the "beached" boats and kayak, the "Sea wall" (or "Lake wall"- more accurate), the
lawn area above the "Lake wall", and the garden area on the property at the corner.

8IRD'S BEHAVIOR: Extremely active! | first saw this bird while looking north towards the Four Brother's. It
was hopping up and down from the top of the "Lake wall" to the beach below. It kept poking its bill into
small breaks in the "Lake wall", probably looking for insects. Then it flew up onto the lawn area on top of
“Lake wall" and darted about. It would stand erect, look up, fly up and grab something, and then return to
the lawn. It ran around like a robin constantly stopping, posturing, and then flying up, At one point it went
down to the beach area where the boats were and started searching the area around them. Then it went out
on the jetty. The Ring-billed Gulls scared it off and it went back to the lawn area where the whole process
would start again. From where | was it was clear that the bird was finding food. It was fun to watch it dart
around. Every Northern Wheatear that | have seen has exhibited this same feeding behavior.




VOCALZATION None that | could hear
RELATIVE SIZE AND SHAPE: Thrush-like (maybe 2 bit larger)
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oval shape behind eye and on continuing to the top of the cheek area.

SLLAND FEET Bill was dark and the feet were grayish-black.

JPPER BACK Gray-brown with “light” gray on nape.

WQWER 3ACK. Gray-brown with distinct “white” patch on rump.

WINGS. Dark with “Buffy” edgings. Distinct “Bars”.

SRTAST AND BELLY: Buffy throughout continuing down to vent.

TAIL Somewhat dull in coloration wth distinct “Inverted T”. Tail band was black, thin but sharp

SANLAR SPZCOES in North America there really is no similar species to compare this with. The only choice
vou have is BROWN SHRIKE. That is an "EXTREME" vagrant with only a few sightings ever being recorded.

COMMEINTS: This was a really “fun” bird to watch. It's about as "curious” a bird as you will ever see. It was in
3 constant state of exploration, probing here and there. it covered a lot of ground in the 6 or so minutes that
| had it under observation. When it left it was headed north. Perhaps it will be seen again as this is early in

the year for this species.

RITORT WR TTEN: Immediately after sighting. Not sent in right away due to the fact that | needed to find a
public access computer to write this up.
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