
                  BIRD  NESTING  REPORT

SPECIES          Sedge Wren  (Cistothorus platensis)

DATE             August 7, 2014
 
NUMBER           Two adults, one of  which carried food several times to the same location

LOCATION Approximately 100 meters east of  Creek Road, Middlebury, Vermont and approximately 2.4
miles  south of  Creek Road's intersection with Route 7.  The birds were residing in a wet area
with tall, mixed, grassy vegetation.  This tall grass area was roughly 120 meters in diameter
and was adjacent to a drainage ditch and swamp on the east and a wet, short grass field on
the remaining three sides..  43.97317 latitude, -73.15598 longitude.

CONDITIONS       The birds were observed periodically from about 9:45 to 10:05 a.m.  The birds were first
heard from a distance of  roughly 100 meters and were subsequently approached to a distance
of  about 10 meters.  (The observers remained in the short grass portion of  the field and did
not enter the tall vegetation so as not to disturb the birds.  The birds showed no signs of
agitation but it became apparent our presence might be interfering with feeding young, at
which time we departed.)   The sky was mostly  sunny,  the temperature about 65 degrees
Fahrenheit, and the wind was calm to very light.  When not obscured by clouds the sun was
behind the  observers.   Observations  were made with 8x42 TFL binoculars and a Nikon
30x60 spotting scope.  Overall viewing conditions were excellent.

IDENTIFICATION These bird were quite small, perhaps similar in size to kinglets (Regulus sp.).  The presumed
female held her tail upward at about a 45 degree angle or higher.  The presumed male's tail
was drastically reduced and was in presumably heavy molt.  Overall coloration beige and fairly
muted,   short  decurved  bill  with  beige  lower  mandible,  streaked  brown  crown,  light
beige/whitish supercilium, dark eyes, brown eye stripe, off-white chin and throat, beige ear
patch, very light beige breast and belly gradually becoming more beige at sides and flanks;
brown wings, coverts, and tail with beige and off-white barring, strong brown and whitish
barring pattern on tertials.  Male's song was two introductory notes followed by a dry trill.
Flight appeared weak, almost hovering.

BEHAVIOR         One bird was first heard singing a few times.  Various notes were given during the period.
The presumed female stayed within a 1 meter area in the grass, often in view.  This bird only
uttered a note or two when first noticing us and then resumed her business.  It occasionally
dropped down and out of  sight, then periodically came back up to look around, interact with
its presumed mate, and once pick at a seed head or insect.  At no time did either bird scold or
appear upset.  After a time, however, the presumed male flew in with food (which appeared
to be a small, dark caterpillar) but the female deflected his approach.  He returned two or
three more times to her location but she did not appear to encourage him.  We interpreted
that we were the likely cause of  the food delivery caution and left the site.

DISTINCTIONS     These  birds  were  much  more  beige  and  muted  overall  than  Marsh  Wrens  (Cistothorus
palustris) with shorter bills and more extensive barring pattern on their wings, scapulars and
tertials.  The male's song was also much less musical and complex than that of  a Marsh Wren.
Behavior distinguished as adults.
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NOTES Two Sedge Wrens were first noted at this site by David Hof  on 8/5/14.

OBSERVER(S) Theodore G. Murin, 77 Overlook Drive, South Burlington, VT  05403
Scott Morrical, South Burlington, VT

DATE OF REPORT August 7, 2014

SIGNATURE
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