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SPECIES: Lapland Longspur 
 
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1 
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Kyle Jones, lkjones13@gmail.com 
 
LOCATION: Bigelow Farm, Gilman Rd., Royalton, VT 
 
DATE: 11-May-2014 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:  
Approximately 7:15 AM, several brief observations over the following 30 minutes 
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:  Maximum_1000’____    Minimum_100’____ 
 
WEATHER:   
 
wind direction ___S_____ wind speed  ____light____ 
 
sky cover _sunny__      light in relation to observer's position __kept light to my back as much as possible_ 
 
temperature _do not recall_ 
 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) 8x binoculars 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:  
I used to feed Lapland Longspurs as a teenager in Ohio, along with snow buntings and horned larks. I sat in 
an open window of a barn with cracked corn thrown outside on the ground. I also have seen many, although 
infrequently, on the coasts of Maine and Massachusetts. I have seen the other longspur on a few occasions, 
but not recently. 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 
 
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
Agricultural land. Initially, and mostly in a recently manured field that was tilled last fall. Also flew to a nearby 
cornfield (unplowed) when flushed along with nervous pipit flock it was with. 
 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
In field with pipits. Flushed repeatedly when majority of the pipit flock flew. Either circled with the flock and 
landed in the field, or flew to a nearby field and landed with flock there. 
 
VOCALIZATION:  
Calls only, rattle and tew. See elsewhere in descriptions. 
 
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
 

POSSIBLE: I drove up to the recently manured field and noticed birds moving on the 
ground. I stopped the car to look and with my binoculars identified several pipits in the 
field. Some of the birds flew from the east end of the field to the west, and immediately 
among the “pipit” calls I heard the rattle call of a longspur/ snow bunting (I consider the 
two calls very similar, but would probably figure out the -difference if I had opportunities). 
Since it was mid-May, either of these species would have been unusual. This farm has 
hosted many pipits, snow buntings, and horned larks over the past few years (eBird 



hotspot “Royalton Hill Road”). 
 
PROBABLE: I got my scope out and attempted to get a look at the bird. After a few 
minutes the flock rose and I could hear the rattle again. I located the bird in flight but did 
not get great look. Although approximately the same size as the pipits, I could see the bird 
lacked the conspicuous white outer tail feathers of a pipit and the white wing patches, etc 
of a snow bunting. This happened another time before the birds flew down to the cornfield.  
 
POSITIVE: I flushed the birds out of the cornfield (could not see them among the stubble), 
and they flew back to the manured field. Again I attempted to find the longspur on the 
ground without success (I estimated the pipit flock to be 50 birds in flight, but could only 
see about half that amount on the rough terrain. Once again about half the flock rose into 
the air and I could hear the rattle and also the “tew” call of the longspur. I had a better look 
at the bird in flight and could see the brown-streaked back, chestnut nape, light belly, dark 
face. I did not see the coloration well enough to be confident of the sex or status of the 
plumage. I was sure at that point of the identification.  

 
Relative size and shape: 
Very similar to pipit. 
 
Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): 
Quick look noted dark head, chestnut collar, dark face. Throat not seen. 
 
Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): 
Not seen 
 
Upper back: 
Brown and dark brown/black streaks 
 
Lower back and rump: 
Dark (streaked?) 
 
Wings (shape, length, markings): 
Consistent with pipit/longspur/etc. I do not recall noting the actual shape 
 
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: 
Light belly and flanks. Could have been some of the expected streaking on the flanks, but I didn’t see it. 
Breast and undertail not seen. 
 
Tail (shape, length, markings): 
No markings noted, including the white outer tail feathers one expects of Lapland Longspur, but these are 
not as conspicuous as pipit and these were very brief looks. 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION 
AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
See comments above. I am not familiar with other longspur species calls, but the lack of large white tail 
patches eliminates all but Smith’s and Lapland. Smith’s should show buffy underparts, lighter collar. Field 
guide reports rattle calls of Smith’s and Lapland are similar. 
 
COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
No. See comments above. 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after ___X__ the observation, or written 
from memory __X___  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
eBird comments made the same morning are pasted here: 
 

“Heard and seen repeatedly, in flight only. No photos or recordings. In with a 
flock of 50+ pipits in newly tilled ag field. First heard dry rattle/ twitter mixed with 
pipit calls. Then got brief, poor looks of flying bird but enough to know it wasn’t a 
snow bunting (under-rated similarity in flight calls). Scoped field and was unable 
to find longspur (rough terrain—I was only seeing about half the pipits}. Finally 



flew with pipits across the road in front of me and I got decent looks in flight. 
Chestnut collar, streaked brown back, light underneath, dark face, no white seen 
on tail (including the expected white outer tail feathers). Uncertain of age/sex but 
not a full-on breeding plumage male. Called each time I found it in flight. At one 
point it also gave the “tew” call, softer than snow bunting. Familiar with this 
species from Midwest, Champlain valley and New England coast.” 

 
NAME Kyle Jones 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 354 Morse Road, S. Royalton, VT 05068 
 
DATE 18-May-2014 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


