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BIRD SIGHTING REPORT

Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypsis celata)
May 13,2014
One

Whitney Creek trail, Whitney/Hospital Creek Wildlife Management Area, Addison, Vermont.
Bird was located on east side of main trail about 1/4 mile north of Route 125. Trail is

bordered by weedy patches, bushes, and woods in various stages of succession. (44.03248°
latitude, -73.39749° longitude.)

This bird was observed at about 8 a.m. for 3 to 4 minutes at a distance of roughly 25 feet.
The sky was lightly overcast, the temperature was about 50 degrees Fahrenheit, and the wind
was calm. Observations were made with Zeiss 8x42 TFL binoculars. Overall viewing
conditions were excellent.

This small, warbler-like bird was very dull, grayish olive overall with subtle markings. Slightly
grayer cap gradually transitioned to grayish olive upperparts which gradually transitioned to
slightly yellowish green/lighter underparts. Brightest plumage by far was yellow undertail
coverts which were distinctive from lighter, duller lower belly. No wing bars. Slightly darker
eyeline; slightly lighter, dull yellowish supercilium; broken, light, whitish eye ring (with upper
and lower halves separated by eyeline); dark eye. Dark, pointed, relatively thin bill — thinner
than bills of vireos (Vireo spp.). Darkish and extensive, though subtle, streaking on sides and
across breast. Relatively longish tail appeared longer than that of Tennessee Warbler
(Oreothlypis peregrina). Dark legs and feet.

Bird was contentedly foraging in what appeared to be an apple tree, affording the observers
time to leisurely note and discuss field marks. Interestingly it was foraging at heights of
roughly 8 to 12 feet, providing uncharacteristically long and excellent views. There was a
large fallout of warblers at this site, though it was the only bird in its particular tree. The bird
continued to feed as the observers moved along.

Overall dull olive plumage with slightly grayer cap and lighter underside, brightest plumage
yellow undertail coverts, lack of wing bars, broken eye ring, dark line through eye, light
supercilium, and streaking on breast distinguish from kinglets (Regulus spp.) and other
warblers, especially Tennessee. General grayish green dullness with yellow undertail highlight
suggestive of celata subspecies.
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