
              BIRD  SIGHTING  REPORT

SPECIES          Garganey (Anas querquedula)

DATE             April 27 to May 1, 2014  (Report written for April 27 observation.)

NUMBER One male in breeding plumage

LOCATION Burlington, Vermont; in a semi-flooded cornfield near the Winooski River approximately one-
quarter  mile  northeast  of  the  intersection  of  Ethan  Allen  Homestead  road  and  the
entrance/exit ramp to Route 127.  (44.5049° latitude, -73.2264° longitude.)

CONDITIONS       This bird was observed from about 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. at distances ranging from roughly 25 to
70 yards.  The sky was lightly overcast, the wind was mostly calm, and the temperature was
about 45 degrees Fahrenheit.  Observations were made with Zeiss 8x42 TFL binoculars and a
Nikon 20-45x 60mm spotting scope.  Atmospheric distortion was not detected.  Although it
was late in the day, light was quite sufficient and overall viewing conditions were excellent.

IDENTIFICATION This  bird  was  structurally  very  similar  to  adjacent  Green-winged  Teal  (Ana  crecca).   Its
plumage however, was very different.  The face and neck were ruddy brown with a distinctive,
long white marking that started in front and above the eye and curved along the upper edge of
face and down the side of  the nape, thinning as it went.  The eye intruded slightly into the
lower edge of  this white.  The bill was dark and very similar to that of  the Green-winged Teal.
The  ruddy brown of  the neck faded to the medium brown of  the breast, which abruptly
changed to a light gray patch on the side (subtly bordered in near white along the top and
forward edges), which once again abruptly changed to the sandy brown of  the flank which was
speckled with darker brown.  Upper back was brown, elongated scapulars were gray bordered
in  black,  tertials  were  gray.   Interestingly  most  of  the  plumage  featured  fine  and  subtle
patterning, reminiscent of  Gadwall (Anas strepara).  Primaries appeared dark gray but were
only noted when folded and the wings were not seen in flight.  Feet and legs were not noted.

BEHAVIOR This bird spent most of  the time voraciously feeding by dipping its head underwater.  At one
point it flew with a large number of  Green-winged Teal to relocate within the flooded portion
of  the field.  It generally acted as one of  the flock.  There were a large number of  waterfowl in
this semi-flooded field including more than 500 Green-winged Teal, scattered Mallards (Anas
platyrhynchos), Canada Geese (Branta canadensis), American Wigeon (Anas americana), Blue-
winged Teal (Anas discors), American Black Ducks (Anas rubripes), Gadwall, Wood Ducks
(Aix sponsa), and Ring-necked Ducks (Aythya collaris).

DISTINCTIONS Teal  size  and  unique  plumage,  including  distinctive  white  facial  mark  on  ruddy  brown
background,  red  eye,  light  gray  side  patch,  and  elongated,  black-bordered,  gray  scapulars,
distinguish from all other species and as a male in breeding plumage.

OBSERVERS Theodore G. Murin, 77 Overlook Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403
Taylor Swanson, VT
Allan Strong, South Burlington, VT
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PHOTOS
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NOTES This bird was first discovered at this location by Taylor Swanson earlier in the day, and first
relocated by Allan Strong this evening.  

DATE OF REPORT April 27, 2014  (Updated to add photos and addendum.)

SIGNATURE

ADDENDUM Seen by this observer on April 27, April 29 and May 1 at same location.  Reported by many
other observers at same location on intervening days.  Photographs above were taken April 29
with Celestron 8-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope, Canon 400D digital camera, T-ring and T-
adapter (effective 64x magnification) mounted on a custom platform, Manfrotto 3066 video
head and Manfrotto 132XB heavy duty tripod.)  

On May 1 the bird's legs were seen to have no leg bands.  The hind toe on one leg was seen to
be intact, the second leg was not scrutinized beyond the lack of  band.  Eddy Edwards, U. S.
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  zone  officer  at  Missisquoi  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  who  has
extensive experience with captive waterfowl “collections,” indicated most waterfowl kept in
captivity are indeed banded (pers. comm.).  So while definitive proof  of  origin seems unlikely,
the  probability  of  this  bird  having  escaped  from  captivity  seems  diminished.   Regarding
regional precedence, Bird Record Committees from Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and of
course Vermont have accepted previous records of  Garganey with presumed wild origins.
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