
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  Prairie	
  Falcon	
  	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  One	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) 
Kaylee Pollander, 204 Pollander Rd, Jeffersonville, VT 
Tyler Pockette, Salisbury, VT 
Ted Murin, South Burlington, VT 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county) Gage Road, Addison, Addison County 
	
  
DATE:	
  1/1/14	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  30-­‐35	
  Minutes	
  	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum: 500 Yds     Minimum:  200 Yds	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
  
	
  
Wind direction None Wind speed  None  
 
Sky cover Partially Cloudy      Light in relation to observer's position  : behind bird while in one tree, side lit 
from second perch. 
  
Temperature: 18° F 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.) Nikon Trail Blazer 10x42 and Tyler’s spotting scope, my Nikon 
D3100 and 55-300mm lens 
	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
Am	
  familiar	
  with	
  Peregrine	
  Falcon	
  but	
  not	
  Prairie	
  Falcon	
  or	
  Gyrfalcon	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo   X   Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?   
See photo’s submitted by Tyler Pockette and Ted Murin  
	
  
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
Bird	
  was	
  first	
  noticed	
  as	
  it	
  flew	
  to	
  sit	
  in	
  a	
  lone	
  elm	
  tree	
  on	
  the	
  south	
  side	
  of	
  Gage	
  Road.	
  	
  Fields	
  are	
  wide	
  open	
  
with	
  a	
  small	
  old	
  barn	
  and	
  house	
  to	
  the	
  east	
  of	
  the	
  initial	
  elm	
  tree	
  that	
  the	
  bird	
  perched	
  in.	
  	
  The	
  fields	
  are	
  used	
  for	
  
hay	
  or	
  corn	
  production	
  in	
  the	
  summer	
  months.	
  	
  The	
  fields	
  are	
  probably	
  about	
  500	
  yards	
  wide	
  and	
  run	
  the	
  entire	
  
length	
  of	
  the	
  road.	
  	
  Fields	
  were	
  very	
  flat,	
  only	
  a	
  slight	
  slope	
  if	
  any.	
  The	
  north	
  side	
  of	
  Gage	
  road	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
goose	
  management	
  area	
  of	
  Dead	
  Creek	
  Wildlife	
  Management	
  Area.	
  On	
  the	
  back	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  fields	
  were	
  tree	
  lines	
  
made	
  of	
  mostly	
  deciduous	
  trees	
  and	
  low	
  lying	
  brush.	
  	
  Bird	
  had	
  tendency	
  to	
  pick	
  high	
  perches	
  in	
  leafless	
  trees.	
  	
  In	
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the	
  near	
  vicinity	
  were	
  two	
  Peregrine	
  Falcons	
  who	
  were	
  seen	
  sitting	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  relatively	
  close	
  to	
  each	
  other.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
Bird	
  seemed	
  to	
  be	
  hunting,	
  but	
  not	
  veraciously	
  so.	
  Never	
  saw	
  it	
  dive	
  for	
  prey.	
  Flacon	
  flew	
  from	
  west	
  side	
  of	
  barn	
  
and	
  house	
  to	
  the	
  east	
  side	
  from	
  initial	
  elm	
  tree	
  to	
  another	
  then	
  another	
  elm.	
  Flight	
  was	
  swift	
  and	
  decisive.	
  	
  All	
  
three	
  falcons	
  were	
  pursued	
  by	
  an	
  immature	
  Bald	
  Eagle,	
  during	
  which	
  time	
  the	
  two	
  Peregrine	
  Falcons	
  responded	
  
argumentatively	
  to	
  having	
  the	
  Prairie	
  Falcon	
  so	
  close	
  to	
  them.	
  	
  After	
  the	
  eagle	
  chase	
  only	
  the	
  Peregrine’s	
  were	
  
re-­‐found	
  as	
  the	
  eagle	
  seemed	
  to	
  have	
  chased	
  off	
  the	
  Prairie	
  Falcon.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls) 
No calls were heard. 
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  
Decent	
  sized	
  falcon,	
  maybe	
  a	
  tiny	
  bit	
  smaller	
  than	
  the	
  present	
  Peregrine	
  Falcons.	
  Wing	
  tips	
  were	
  just	
  a	
  bit	
  
shorter	
  than	
  tail	
  when	
  perched,	
  but	
  because	
  of	
  distance	
  and	
  stance	
  of	
  bird,	
  it	
  was	
  difficult	
  to	
  be	
  completely	
  sure.	
  	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): 
Face had the typical helmet of a falcon but it was entirely light brown in color, and it had an obvious white 
eyebrow stripe that continued past the top of the eye.  There was also white from the back of the cheek that 
continued up behind the eye.  Brown of the helmet faded and narrowed at the back of the head, creating a 
pale tan or white patch. The throat of the bird was pale colored, blending the same color down onto the 
chest of the bird. 
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length): 
Bill	
  was	
  typical	
  falcon	
  bill,	
  being	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  small,	
  the	
  upper	
  mandible	
  was	
  short	
  and	
  greatly	
  down	
  curved,	
  
creating	
  a	
  hooked	
  bill.	
  	
  Lower	
  mandible	
  was	
  smaller	
  than	
  upper.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  	
  
Light	
  brown	
  overall.	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  
Uniformly	
  light	
  brown,	
  may	
  have	
  been	
  slightly	
  mottled,	
  but	
  difficult	
  to	
  tell	
  with	
  lighting.	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings): 
Typical	
  falcon	
  shaped	
  wings,	
  being	
  long,	
  streamlined	
  and	
  pointed.	
  The	
  upper	
  wings	
  were	
  the	
  same	
  light	
  brown	
  
color	
  as	
  the	
  back.	
  	
  The	
  underwing	
  was	
  pale	
  with	
  the	
  exception	
  of	
  dark	
  brown	
  coverts	
  and	
  axillaries.	
  	
  The	
  dark	
  
brown	
  “armpits”	
  were	
  very	
  distinctive	
  while	
  the	
  bird	
  was	
  in	
  flight.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  
The	
  breast	
  of	
  the	
  bird	
  appeared	
  to	
  be	
  cream	
  colored	
  or	
  white	
  overall.	
  	
  Belly	
  was	
  similar	
  to	
  chest	
  but	
  had	
  some	
  
minimal	
  streaks	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  light	
  brown	
  mixed	
  in.	
  Undertail	
  was	
  pale	
  and	
  the	
  same	
  color	
  as	
  the	
  belly	
  of	
  the	
  bird,	
  
but	
  no	
  obvious	
  streaking.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings): 
Tail was long and falcon like, again pale underside with minimal marking or color striations.  Top side of tail 
was pale brown overall.  
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
Peregrine	
  Falcon	
  was	
  eliminated	
  as	
  a	
  possible	
  candidate	
  when	
  the	
  dark	
  axillaries	
  and	
  coverts	
  were	
  seen	
  on	
  this	
  
bird,	
  as	
  Peregrine	
  Falcons	
  have	
  very	
  darkly	
  and	
  heavily	
  barred	
  underwings	
  that	
  lack	
  the	
  obvious	
  dark	
  axillaries	
  
and	
  coverts.	
  	
  This	
  bird	
  had	
  a	
  barred	
  belly,	
  but	
  the	
  barring	
  was	
  brown	
  in	
  color	
  and	
  was	
  very	
  sparsely	
  barred	
  in	
  
comparison	
  to	
  the	
  heavily	
  and	
  darkly	
  barred	
  belly	
  that	
  is	
  seen	
  on	
  the	
  Peregrine.	
  	
  This	
  bird	
  also	
  had	
  substantially	
  
more	
  white	
  behind	
  and	
  above	
  the	
  eye	
  than	
  that	
  of	
  a	
  Peregrine,	
  which	
  has	
  almost	
  no	
  white	
  around	
  the	
  eye	
  at	
  all.	
  	
  
The	
  coloration	
  of	
  the	
  birds	
  face	
  was	
  also	
  pale	
  brown	
  in	
  color	
  in	
  comparison	
  with	
  a	
  Peregrine	
  which	
  has	
  the	
  
“moustache”	
  which	
  is	
  almost	
  black	
  and	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  head	
  pattern	
  is	
  a	
  dark	
  slate	
  gray	
  colored.	
  	
  The	
  tail	
  of	
  the	
  

Comment [4]: Keep it to facts.  Either the wing 
tips are shorter or not.  If you don’t know I would 
keep it out of the record. 

Comment [5]:  Not trying to put words in your 
mouth but “brown” or “dark brown” 

Comment [6]: Same comment as above 

Comment [7]: So, I mentioned this earlier but I 
would suggest adding a few comments on why the 
gyrfalcon was eliminated especially a juv. gray 
gyrfalcon (i.e. size or lack of dark brown arm 
axillaries) 



observed	
  bird	
  was	
  pale	
  overall	
  as	
  were	
  the	
  undertail	
  coverts.	
  	
  Juvenile	
  Peregrines	
  may	
  have	
  very	
  sparsely	
  
barred	
  undertail	
  coverts,	
  but	
  they	
  do	
  have	
  dark	
  slate	
  gray	
  tail	
  unlike	
  the	
  observed.	
  	
  The	
  adult	
  Peregrine	
  has	
  
barred	
  undertail	
  coverts	
  and	
  a	
  dark	
  tail.	
  	
  The	
  overall	
  back	
  color	
  of	
  a	
  Peregrine	
  is	
  very	
  uniformly	
  dark	
  where	
  as	
  
the	
  juvenile	
  is	
  more	
  mottled,	
  but	
  too	
  dark	
  in	
  color	
  in	
  comparison	
  to	
  the	
  light	
  brown	
  mottled	
  color	
  of	
  the	
  
observed	
  falcon.	
  	
  
	
  
Gray	
  juvenile	
  Gyrfalcon	
  was	
  eliminated	
  as	
  a	
  candidate	
  for	
  this	
  bird	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  size	
  difference.	
  	
  The	
  observed	
  
bird	
  was	
  similar	
  in	
  size	
  to	
  a	
  Peregrine	
  where	
  as	
  the	
  Gyrfalcon	
  is	
  the	
  largest	
  falcon	
  in	
  North	
  America,	
  and	
  
significantly	
  bigger	
  than	
  either	
  a	
  Peregrine	
  or	
  a	
  Prairie	
  Falcon.	
  	
  The	
  young	
  Gyrfalcon	
  also	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  the	
  light	
  
colored	
  wing	
  with	
  the	
  dark	
  axillaries	
  or	
  coverts.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  pale	
  gray	
  remiges	
  with	
  streaked	
  underwing	
  coverts,	
  
where	
  as	
  the	
  observed	
  bird	
  had	
  pale	
  underwings	
  with	
  the	
  dark	
  axillaries	
  and	
  coverts.	
  	
  The	
  tail	
  of	
  the	
  Gyrfalcon	
  is	
  
also	
  heavily	
  barred,	
  whereas	
  the	
  bird	
  observed	
  had	
  a	
  pale	
  cream	
  colored	
  tail	
  with	
  hardly	
  any	
  noticeable	
  barring.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
After the bird was chased off by the eagle Ted and I searched independently of Tyler looking to relocate the 
bird with no success. 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory     X    (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)   Kaylee Pollander   SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 204 Pollander Rd, Jeffersonville, VT 05464 
DATE 1/2/14  
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
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