
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
!
SPECIES:!PRAIRIE&FALCON!
!
NUMBER!OBSERVED:!1!
!
OBSERVER!MAKING!REPORT:!
!Tyler!Pockette!!
2062!route!7,!Salisbury,!VT!05769!
!
(Other!ObserversL!Ted!Murin!&!Kaylee!Pollander) 
!
LOCATION:!Gage Rd., Addison, Addison County 
!
DATE:!January!1,!2014!
!
TIME!AND!LENGTH!OF!OBSERVATION:!12:24L12:55pm!
!
DISTANCES!FROM!BIRD:!!Maximum__250m__    Minimum__75m__!
!
WEATHER:!!
!
wind direction ___North___ wind speed  ___5mph___ 
 
sky cover ___Mostly Cloudy___      
 
light in relation to observer's position 90 degrees to bird, then bird was backlit after moving, although 
lighting was not much different due to cloud cover. 
 
temperature____20°F____ 
!
OPTICAL!EQUIPMENT:!Alpen 20-60x80mm spotting scope 
!
!
OBSERVER'S!PREVIOUS!ACQUAINTANCE!WITH!THIS!SPECIES!OR!SIMILAR!FORMS:!
&I&have&a&lot&of&previous&experience&with&this&species&from&living&in&southern&California.&I&have&seen&dozens&of&
them&in&an&area&where&Prairie&Falcons&and&Peregrine&Falcons&are&both&found,&&
!
!
!
!
OTHER!DOCUMENTATION:!Photo ___X___ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?  
Flickr    http://www.flickr.com/photos/106350684@N05/11693808943/ 
!
HABITAT: Flat, open fields with sparse tree cover. Most trees located in narrow lines separating fields. 
!
!



!
!
!
BIRD'S!BEHAVIOR:!Falcon&was&first&seen&flying&low&over&the&ground&past&the&two&Peregrine&Falcon’s&on&the&
ground.&The&bird&flew&up&into&an&Elm&in&the&open,&along&Gage&Rd.&It&perched&there&for&10&minutes&before&flying&
low&and&direct&about&500&meters&to&the&top&of&another&tree&along&a&tree&line&about&250&meters&from&Gage&Rd.&It&
perched&here&for&about&20&minutes&and&then&flew&to&a&third&tree,&about&half&way&between&there&and&the&first&tree&
it&had&perched&in.&It&perched&here&for&a&few&minutes&then&took&flight&again&and&began&to&chase&a&Bald&Eagle.&The&
two&Peregrine&Falcons&joined&in&and&at&one&point&the&falcon&of&interest&fought&with&one&of&the&Peregrines.&The&
two&Peregrines&turned&and&flew&back&over&us,&and&we&lost&sight&of&the&falcon&of&interest&because&we&lost&track&of&it&
and&though&it&might&have&been&one&of&the&Peregrines&that&passed&by&us.&All&the&flying&around&gave&us&really&great&
looks&at&the&diagnostic&dark&axillaries.&&
!
!
!
VOCALIZATION:!(none) 
!
!
!
DESCRIPTION:!Bird&was&first&seen&while&watching&two&Peregrine&Falcons.&It&cruised&over&the&top&of&them&and&
landed&in&an&Elm&tree&alongside&Gage&Rd&about&100&meters&ahead&of&us.&As&it&flew&over&the&PEFAs,&I&first&noticed&
the&dark&axillaries,&and&knew&from&experience&this&is&a&diagnostic&field&mark&of&Prairie&Falcon&so&I&quickly&
snapped&a&photo.&Ted&and&Kaylee&did&not&see&the&bird&as&it&flew&into&the&tree,&but&after&I&showed&them&my&photo,&
we&made&sure&to&stay&with&the&bird&and&document&it&as&best&as&possible.&The&bird&had&a&brown&back,&and&light&
colored,&lightly&streaked&front&with&a&darker&patch&on&its&side&that&was&visible&while&perched.&The&face&was&light&
compared&to&Peregrine&Falcon&and&had&a&narrow&mustache.&The&crown&was&light&brown,&which&extended&to&the&
bill.&The&falcon&had&a&white&“eyebrow”.&It&also&appeared&that&the&nape&was&lighter&than&the&back.&The&bird&took&
flight&and&moved&further&up&the&road.&We&followed&and&although&it&was&a&little&further&away,&we&still&had&good,&
extended&views&(15&minutes).&&The&bird&had&its&back&to&us,&where&it&was&noted&that&the&wings&appeared&to&be&
slightly&shorter&than&the&tail.&The&bird&took&flight&again,&and&we&all&had&excellent&looks&at&the&dark&axillaries,&
which&contrasted&sharply&against&the&body&and&underside&of&the&wings.&&
 
!
Relative!size!and!shape:!About&the&same&size&as&Peregrine&Falcon.&At&one&point,&the&falcon&chased&a&Bald&Eagle,&
and&was&joined&in&pursuit&by&the&two&Peregrine&Falcons.&When&the&3&birds&were&together&in&flight,&it&appeared&as&
though&the&Prairie&Falcon&was&slightly&smaller&than&the&others.&I&did&not&note&wing&shape&compared&to&the&
Peregrines.&
!
!
Head:!“The&face&was&light&compared&to&Peregrine&Falcon&and&had&a&narrow&mustache.&The&crown&was&light&
brown,&which&extended&to&the&bill.&The&falcon&had&a&white&“eyebrow”.&It&also&appeared&that&the&nape&was&lighter&
than&the&back.”&
!
Feet!and Bill:!I&did&not&take&note&of&bill&and&feet&color.& 
!
!
Upper!back:!brown&
!
!
Lower!back!and!rump:&brown&
!
!
Wings:!I&did&not&note&wing&shape.&I&did&note&that&they&appeared&to&come&slightly&short&of&the&length&of&the&tail&
when&perched,&and&obviously,&the&axillaries&were&black&which&contrasted&with&otherwise&light&underwings.&&
!
Breast,!belly,!flanks,!undertail!coverts:!Breast&and&belly&were&whitish&and&lightly&streaked&with&dark&brown.&
There&was&a&dark&patch&on&the&flanks&seen&when&the&bird&was&perched.&&&
!
!
Tail:!No&notes&on&the&tail&were&taken&besides&length&compared&to&wing&projection.&&
&



&
!
!
IMPORTANT:!WHAT!SIMILAR!SPECIES!WERE!ELIMINATED!WHEN!MAKING!THIS!IDENTIFICATION!AND!
HOW!WAS!THIS!BIRD!DIFFERENT?!
Peregrine&Falcon&was&considered&(Juvenile&“tundra”)&due&to&the&lighter&color,&thin&mustache&and&presence&of&
white&eyebrow.&However,&this&was&eliminated&due&to&the&very&obvious&black&axillaries,&lighter&streaking&on&the&
front,&and&the&brown&crown.&&
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
COMMENTS:!age/sex undetermined 
 
 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during __X__immediately after ____ the observation, or written 
from memory __X__  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME: Tyler Pockette                 SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 2062 rt. 7, Salisbury, VT 05769 
 
DATE: January 1, 2014 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 

 



 

 


