RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Little Gull

NUMBER OBSERVED: 3

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)
Drew Weber

20 Town Garden, Apt 7

Liverpool, NY 13088

LOCATION: (place, township, county)

Lake Champlain, Charlotte, VT

Seen from the ferry

DATE: 1/10/14

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 9:45am. Seen for 3-5 minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum__1/2 mile___ Minimum__1/4 mile____
WEATHER:

wind direction wind speed

sky cover light in relation to observer's position temperature

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Leica Ultravid HD 10x42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
Very familiar with this species. It is an annual migrant through my home state of Pennsylvania where I
have seen dozens in association with Bonaparte’s Gulls. I have also seen Little Gulls in New Jersey and

Michigan, both adults and immatures.

Here is one I found a couple years ago for a first county record -
http://www.nemesisbird.com/birding/bird-sightings/little-gull-and-sandhill-crane-centre-county/

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Open water of Lake Champlain. I first observed them soon after I crossed the NY-VT border heading east.



BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)
The Little Gulls were flying low to the water, starting far east of the boat, and then turning north and
then west as we approached them.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

none

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

| first noticed these 3 gulls flying together when | was halfway across the lake (traveling west to east). There
is a small island about due east and they were initially between the island and the ferry. | watched them for
several minutes as we headed east, and they moved north and then west, passing out of sight as we
reached about 3/4 of the way across the lake. At no point were they ever very close, but | was able to clearly
see flight behavior. They flew with a straighter stiffer wing than larger gulls, and generally stayed down close
to the water.

There was a single Ring-billed Gull associating with them at first and these 3 birds were much smaller. What
caught my attention however, were the flashing black of the underwings. All 3 were adults with full black
underwings.

| observed these from inside the passenger deck of the ferry, using 10x42 Leica Ultravids. Justine also
observed the Little Gulls with the same binoculars and was able to see the black underwings.

Relative size and shape:

There was a single Ring-billed Gull associating with them at first and these 3 birds were much smaller.
Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

Too distant

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):
Too distant

Upper back:

Lower back and rump:

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Shorter than other gull species nearby, held stiffly when flapping, jet black underside that was visible
when the birds flapped or banked away from the boat.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:

Tail (shape, length, markings):



IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

These 3 birds were distinctly smaller than the nearby Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. There were no
Bonaparte’s nearby but the dark underwings was more than sufficient to determine the ID. There were
suggestions that the dark underwing could have been replicated by lighting conditions on a Bonapartes
or Ring-billed Gull. I would reject this option as I saw the dark underwing from several different angles
in comparison with the sun (although it was mostly overcast that day). In all lighting and at all angles,
the underwings on these 3 very small gulls was distinctly and obviously black, whereas the underwings
of all nearby gulls did not show this under the same lighting conditions.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)
The dark underwing indicates adults

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after __x___ the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S16317871

NAME (print) Drew Weber SIGNATURE (not req’d)
MAILING ADDRESS 20 Town Garden Apt 7, Liverpool, NY 13088
DATE

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



