
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  Painted	
  Bunting	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  1	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) Kevin Burrell, now at 9318 
Golden Pond Dr., Charlotte, NC 28269 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county): Lake Bomoseen GMCC (Ed Kehoe Conservation Camp), in Hydeville, 
VT 
	
  
DATE:	
  June	
  15,	
  1993	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  10	
  to	
  15	
  minutes,	
  mid-­‐afternoon	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum_~50 yards    Minimum_~20 yards_	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  clear	
  summer	
  day	
  
	
  
wind direction ________ wind speed  ________ 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position temperature__light would have been overhead 
but slightly behind me_______ 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.)  Jason 10 x 50 autofocus (but easily seen with naked eye) 
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
A	
  painted	
  bunting	
  is	
  not	
  easily	
  mistaken.	
  Last	
  year	
  I	
  discovered	
  e-­‐bird,	
  and	
  spent	
  the	
  summer	
  uploading	
  
22	
  years	
  of	
  life-­‐list	
  data	
  onto	
  the	
  site.	
  I	
  was	
  not	
  aware	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  sighting	
  that	
  the	
  painted	
  bunting	
  
was	
  such	
  a	
  rarity	
  for	
  Vermont,	
  until	
  I	
  entered	
  the	
  data	
  and	
  received	
  a	
  request	
  for	
  confirmation	
  back.	
  	
  
Although	
  it	
  was	
  such	
  a	
  long	
  time	
  ago,	
  the	
  memory	
  is	
  very	
  vivid	
  for	
  me,	
  an	
  unmistakable	
  male	
  in	
  full	
  color,	
  
and	
  the	
  first	
  I	
  had	
  seen.	
  
	
  
In	
  conversation	
  with	
  Susan	
  Elliot	
  who	
  noted	
  the	
  sighting	
  and	
  asked	
  me	
  to	
  fill	
  this	
  form	
  out,	
  she	
  
mentioned	
  that	
  of	
  the	
  handful	
  of	
  sightings	
  on	
  the	
  painted	
  bunting	
  in	
  Vermont,	
  one	
  was	
  just	
  three	
  weeks	
  
prior	
  to	
  my	
  sighting,	
  one	
  county	
  south	
  in	
  Danville.	
  	
  I	
  think	
  this	
  lends	
  some	
  credibility	
  to	
  my	
  sighting…	
  
and	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  hard	
  to	
  imagine	
  any	
  other	
  bird	
  that	
  I	
  would	
  have	
  mistaken	
  for	
  a	
  painted	
  bunting.	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
The	
  conservation	
  camp	
  sits	
  on	
  the	
  west	
  shore	
  of	
  Lake	
  Bomoseen	
  and	
  has	
  a	
  steep	
  grassy	
  hill	
  with	
  a	
  mix	
  of	
  
scrub	
  and	
  fruit	
  trees	
  (cherry	
  and	
  apple).	
  Because	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  wildlife	
  camp,	
  we	
  maintained	
  this	
  area	
  as	
  a	
  
natural	
  habitat,	
  showing	
  campers	
  how	
  to	
  clear	
  brush,	
  mount	
  bluebird	
  boxes,	
  etc.	
  	
  So	
  this	
  area	
  was	
  always	
  
well	
  stocked	
  with	
  bluebirds	
  and	
  other	
  fruit-­‐eating	
  species.	
  	
  But	
  in	
  5	
  summers	
  working	
  at	
  the	
  camp	
  (in	
  
1993	
  I	
  was	
  the	
  director),	
  this	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  and	
  only	
  time	
  a	
  painted	
  bunting	
  had	
  appeared.	
  



	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
Perched	
  on	
  tall	
  grasses	
  and	
  a	
  low	
  fruit	
  tree,	
  sang	
  for	
  10	
  or	
  15	
  minutes.	
  
	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls) 
Yes.	
  	
  Lone	
  male.	
  
	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): vivid coloration, blue with red throat-chest 
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length): finchlike beak, size of the more common indigo buntings. 
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  green	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  fade to duller colors	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings):  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  red	
  underside	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings): 
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
As	
  I	
  mentioned	
  before,	
  this	
  area	
  is	
  maintained	
  as	
  a	
  prime	
  bluebird	
  habitat.	
  House	
  and	
  purple	
  finches	
  
were	
  also	
  common	
  in	
  this	
  particular	
  patch.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.)  A perfect day, perfect lighting, and a very cooperative male 
(stayed relatively still and allowed me to watch him for a while) 
One more thing worth mentioning about my entry in e-bird. I listed in this checklist a handful of other birds 
with an X. They were birds I was certain I saw that summer at the camp itself, but did not have specific day 
information. The bunting, however, I had listed with a specific day (June 15) because it was such a unique 
find. If this confuses the data, I could remove the other bids on the list to a separate entry. The truth is that 
when I saw the painted bunting, it was incidental (I was walking around camp on some other errand when I 
spotted it). The other birds were seen within that month but not on that day. 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory _X__  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)__Kevin L. Burrell____SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS ____9318 Golden Pond Dr., Charlotte, NC 28269_______ 
 
DATE: March 1, 2014 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


