
RARE	
  SPECIES	
  DOCUMENTATION	
  
Records	
  of	
  Vermont	
  Birds	
  

	
  
	
  

The	
  following	
  form	
  has	
  been	
  prepared	
  to	
  encourage	
  full	
  documentation,	
  when	
  requested,	
  of	
  rare	
  or	
  
unseasonal	
  birds	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  Vermont.	
  These	
  reports	
  are	
  put	
  into	
  a	
  permanent	
  file	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  as	
  
detailed	
  as	
  possible.	
  New	
  reports	
  are	
  reviewed	
  annually	
  by	
  the	
  Vermont	
  Bird	
  Records	
  Committee,	
  which	
  
evaluates	
  records	
  for	
  their	
  acceptability	
  to	
  future	
  researchers	
  and	
  for	
  inclusion	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  bird	
  list.	
  

Please	
  print	
  or	
  type.	
  

	
  

SPECIES:	
  	
  Hoary	
  Redpoll	
  

NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  	
  	
  1	
  

OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT;	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and	
  addresses	
  if	
  available):	
  	
  	
  Kenneth	
  Cox	
  

LOCATION	
  (place,	
  township,	
  county):	
  	
  	
  Observer’s	
  residence	
  in	
  Reading,	
  Windsor	
  County.	
  

DATE:	
  	
  	
  February	
  9,	
  2013	
  

TIME	
  &	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  	
  0715	
  and	
  for	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  morning.	
  

DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  Maximum	
  10	
  feet	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Minimum	
  10	
  feet	
  

WEATHER:	
  	
  	
  Not	
  recorded.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   Wind	
  direction	
  	
  	
  Click	
  here	
  to	
  enter	
  text.	
   Wind	
  speed	
  	
  	
  Click	
  here	
  to	
  enter	
  text.	
   	
  
	
   Sky	
  cover	
  	
  	
  Click	
  here	
  to	
  enter	
  text.	
   Light	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  observer’s	
  position	
  	
  	
  Click	
  here	
  to	
  
enter	
  text.	
  

OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT	
  (make,	
  power,	
  etc.):	
  	
  	
  None	
  needed	
  due	
  to	
  proximity	
  of	
  bird	
  to	
  observer.	
  

OBSERVER’S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  	
  I	
  have	
  had	
  two	
  prior	
  
encounters	
  with	
  this	
  species	
  and	
  under	
  similar	
  observation	
  conditions.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  occurred	
  on	
  February	
  23,	
  
2008.	
  	
  Report	
  and	
  photos	
  were	
  submitted	
  to	
  the	
  VRBC	
  which	
  accepted	
  the	
  sighting.	
  The	
  second	
  was	
  on	
  
March	
  27,	
  2011.	
  	
  That	
  bird	
  was	
  photographed	
  (see	
  attached),	
  but	
  photos	
  and	
  documentation	
  report	
  
were	
  not	
  sent	
  to	
  VRBC.	
  

OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo	
  	
  	
  ☐	
   Tape	
  Recording	
  	
  	
  ☐	
   Specimen	
  	
  	
  ☐	
  

If	
  yes	
  to	
  the	
  above,	
  where	
  is	
  this	
  information	
  deposited?	
  

HABITAT	
  (be	
  as	
  detailed	
  as	
  possible,	
  include	
  associated	
  bird	
  species):	
  	
  	
  Feeders	
  located	
  on	
  house	
  deck.	
  

BIRD’S	
  BEHAVIOR	
  (feeding	
  actions,	
  manner	
  of	
  flight,	
  displays	
  or	
  interactions,	
  reaction	
  to	
  observer):	
  	
  	
  
Nothing	
  of	
  particular	
  to	
  note.	
  

VOCALIZATION	
  (song	
  or	
  calls):	
  	
  	
  None	
  heard	
  or	
  distinguishable	
  from	
  Common	
  Redpolls	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  
Hoary	
  Redpoll	
  was	
  associated.	
  



DESCRIPTION	
  (Describe	
  what	
  you	
  actually	
  saw	
  during	
  the	
  observation.	
  We	
  hope	
  that	
  observers	
  will	
  
take	
  field	
  notes	
  during	
  the	
  observation	
  and	
  before	
  consulting	
  field	
  guides,	
  etc.	
  Additional	
  pages	
  with	
  
sketches	
  and	
  copies	
  of	
  field	
  notes	
  are	
  encouraged.):	
  	
  	
  The	
  presence	
  of	
  Common	
  Redpolls	
  at	
  feeders	
  
provided	
  side-­‐by-­‐side	
  comparison	
  with	
  subject	
  bird	
  for	
  field	
  identification.	
  

	
   Relative	
  Size	
  &	
  Shape:	
  	
  	
  Visibly	
  larger	
  and	
  “bulkier”	
  than	
  Common	
  Redpolls.	
  

	
   Head	
  (crown,	
  cheeks,	
  eye,	
  throat,	
  nape):	
  	
  	
  Overall	
  base	
  plumage	
  distinctly	
  lighter	
  (frosty	
  or	
  
hoary	
  in	
  appearance)	
  than	
  that	
  of	
  Common	
  Redpolls.	
  	
  Streaking	
  on	
  crown	
  and	
  nape	
  was	
  finer	
  and	
  light	
  
gray	
  rather	
  than	
  the	
  bold,	
  dark	
  streaks	
  of	
  Common	
  Redpolls.	
  	
  Dark	
  red	
  cap	
  on	
  forehead.	
  	
  Throat	
  was	
  
clean	
  light	
  grayish-­‐white	
  with	
  small	
  black	
  bib	
  under	
  bill;	
  black	
  lores.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   Feet	
  &	
  Bill	
  (shape,	
  color,	
  length):	
  	
  	
  Bill	
  was	
  slightly	
  shorter	
  or	
  stubbier	
  than	
  that	
  of	
  Common	
  
Redpolls.	
  	
  Bill	
  was	
  bicolored	
  (dark	
  brownish-­‐gray	
  and	
  yellow).	
  

	
   Upper	
  Back:	
  	
  	
  Base	
  color	
  white	
  with	
  finer,	
  lighter	
  gray	
  streaking	
  than	
  Common	
  Redpolls.	
  

	
   Lower	
  Back	
  &	
  Rump:	
  	
  	
  Rump	
  clean	
  white.	
  

	
   Wings	
  (shape,	
  length,	
  markings):	
  	
  	
  Single	
  bold	
  white	
  wing	
  bar.	
  

	
   Breast,	
  Belly,	
  Flanks,	
  Undertail	
  Coverts:	
  	
  	
  Whitish	
  with	
  diffuse	
  light	
  gray	
  streaks	
  on	
  sides	
  of	
  
breast	
  and	
  flanks	
  and	
  no	
  pinkish	
  flush;	
  undertail	
  coverts	
  without	
  any	
  dark	
  markings.	
  

	
   Tail	
  (shape,	
  length,	
  markings):	
  	
  	
  Medium	
  length	
  with	
  prominent	
  notch.	
  	
  

IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  	
  	
  Common	
  Redpoll;	
  differences	
  given	
  below.	
  

COMMENTS	
  (was	
  age	
  or	
  sex	
  determined,	
  etc.?):	
  	
  	
  No.	
  

This	
  report	
  was	
  written	
  from	
  notes	
  taken	
  during	
  ☐ 	
  immediately	
  after	
  ☐ 	
  the	
  observation,	
  or	
  written	
  
from	
  memory	
  ☒ .	
  Please	
  attach	
  copies	
  of	
  notes	
  if	
  available.	
  

NAME	
  (print)	
  Kenneth	
  Cox	
  	
  	
   	
   SIGNATURE	
  (not	
  required)	
  _______________________	
  

MAILING	
  ADDRESS	
  28	
  North	
  Puckerbrush	
  Road,	
  South	
  Reading,	
  VT	
  05153	
  

DATE	
  	
  	
  February	
  10,	
  2015	
  

Return	
  electronically	
  (preferred)	
  to	
  :	
  vbrc@vtecostudies.org	
  or	
  mail	
  to:	
  Vermont	
  Bird	
  Records	
  
Committee,	
  Vermont	
  Center	
  for	
  Ecostudies,	
  PO	
  Box	
  420,	
  Norwich,	
  VT	
  05055.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  





	
  


