
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare or 
unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and should be as 
detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird Records Committee, which 
evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  	
   Spruce	
  Grouse	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
   2	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) Bob Heitzman 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county) Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, in Cabot, Washington Co. 
	
  
DATE:	
   9	
  Nov	
  2013	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
   3:00pm	
   for	
  up	
  to	
  30	
  seconds	
  (before	
  flying	
  off)	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum_10meters____    Minimum__5meters___	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
   	
  
wind direction ________ wind speed  __still______ 
sky cover ___bright overcast____       
light in relation to observer's position  behind and over left shoulder, although bird was in shadow of a tree 
temperature_____30s____ 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.) 
	
   Vortex	
  Diamondback	
  10x48	
  binocs	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
I	
  have	
  seen	
  Ruffed	
  Grouse	
  from	
  similar	
  distances	
  while	
  birding,	
  and	
  handled	
  Ruffed	
  Grouse	
  as	
  a	
  volunteer	
  at	
  VINS.	
  	
  While	
  
this	
  was	
  my	
  first	
  direct	
  observation	
  of	
  Spruce	
  Grouse,	
  the	
  differences	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  species	
  have	
  been	
  noted	
  on	
  many	
  
posters	
  in	
  the	
  Northeast	
  Kingdom,	
  esp.	
  in	
  Victory	
  WMA.	
  	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
Undeveloped	
  spruce-­‐balsam	
  woodland,	
  flanking	
  a	
  small	
  wetland,	
  along	
  the	
  LVRT.	
  	
  SPGR	
  were	
  on	
  a	
  shoulder	
  of	
  a	
  low	
  hill	
  
flanking	
  the	
  rail	
  trail.	
  	
  Coordinates	
  from	
  Vermont	
  eBird	
  are	
  44.429171,-72.238824.	
  
Other	
  species	
  noted	
  in	
  that	
  1.6-­‐mile	
  section	
  of	
  trail:	
  	
  BCCH,	
  BLJA,	
  BRCR,	
  RBNU,	
  CORA,	
  GCKI	
  
	
  
Species	
  was	
  observed	
  in	
  a	
  shaded	
  area,	
  so	
  the	
  red	
  crown	
  and	
  any	
  iridescence	
  were	
  not	
  pronounced.	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
I	
  was	
  initially	
  alerted	
  to	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  the	
  species	
  by	
  its	
  ‘chitting’	
  vocalizations,	
  which	
  seemed	
  like	
  those	
  of	
  a	
  squirrel,	
  
but	
  the	
  habitat	
  was	
  wrong.	
  	
  When	
  I	
  began	
  to	
  scan	
  the	
  area	
  with	
  my	
  binocs,	
  I	
  noted	
  motion	
  that	
  was	
  the	
  tail	
  fan	
  being	
  
flicked.	
  	
  The	
  bird	
  had	
  its	
  tail	
  towards	
  me,	
  obscuring	
  most	
  of	
  its	
  body,	
  and	
  its	
  head	
  was	
  turned	
  to	
  the	
  side,	
  giving	
  me	
  a	
  
profile	
  view.	
  	
  With	
  my	
  binocs	
  fixed	
  on	
  the	
  bird,	
  it	
  flew	
  off	
  up	
  the	
  hillside;	
  it	
  was	
  followed	
  a	
  few	
  seconds	
  later	
  by	
  a	
  second	
  
bird,	
  which	
  I	
  had	
  not	
  otherwise	
  noticed.	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls) 
I	
  was	
  initially	
  alerted	
  to	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  the	
  species	
  by	
  its	
  ‘chitting’	
  vocalizations,	
  which	
  seemed	
  like	
  those	
  of	
  a	
  squirrel,	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take field notes 
during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and copies of field 
notes are encouraged.) Please see eBird checklist notes, below. 
	
  



Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  
	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): 
“The bird I observed thru binocs was facing away from me, but it's head was turned to present a fairly clear profile in 
the dark undergrowth... dark head with a white band thru/near the eye, and a nearly black neck/upper breast. “	
  
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length): 
n/a	
  
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  
n/a	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  
n/a	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings): 
n/a	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  
Underside	
  of	
  tail	
  feathers	
  had	
  a	
  brownish	
  tip;	
  see	
  HEAD	
  for	
  upper	
  breast.	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings): 
Wide,	
  rounded	
  fan;	
  when	
  held	
  erect,	
  the	
  feathers	
  in	
  the	
  fan	
  came	
  up	
  to	
  just	
  shy	
  of	
  head	
  level,	
  allowing	
  the	
  bird	
  to	
  observe	
  
me	
  while	
  displaying	
  his	
  fan.	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  HOW	
  WAS	
  
THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
Ruffed	
  Grouse	
  (wrong	
  habitat	
  (no	
  nut	
  trees),	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  black	
  markings	
  on	
  head	
  and	
  neck)	
  
Squirrels	
  (make	
  similar	
  alarm	
  ‘chitting’	
  and	
  wag	
  tails	
  in	
  alarm)	
  
Wild	
  Turkey	
  (far	
  too	
  small)	
  
Ring-­‐necked	
  pheasant	
  (wrong	
  habitat	
  and	
  coloration,	
  tail	
  posture	
  and	
  size	
  incorrect).	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
The near-black head indicated the observed bird was a male.  The accompanying bird (not seen until it flew away) 
was probably a female, as they were in very close proximity, and it was not as dark. 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after __primarily___ the observation, or written 
from memory __additional remarks___  (please attach copies of notes if available) 

 
eBird checklist S15784697 -  
2 Spruce Grouse 

Sighted while hiking along the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, in Walden, thru hemlock and spruce forest on the edge of a 
wetland. I heard what I presumed was a squirrel in the brush, nervously chitting at me and flicking its tail to warn me 
away. I'd stopped for a snack and juice break, and hadn't given the squirrel any consideration. But then it occurred to 
me that the deep woods was an odd place for a squirrel, since there are no oaks or beeches here. When I brought my 
binocs up to my eyes, I discovered that it was not a squirrel annoyed by my presence, but rather a Spruce Grouse! I've 
been in Spruce Grouse habitat many times before, and I know them from their photos on the posters mounted by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service in Victory WMA. 
 
The bird I observed thru binocs was facing away from me, but it's head was turned to present a fairly clear profile in the 
dark undergrowth... dark head with a white band thru/near the eye, and a nearly black neck/upper breast. Very different 
from the RUGR I had handled on a VINS rescue/transport mission. Eventually, 2 birds flew off from the same vicinity 

 
NAME (print)__Bob Heitzman____SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS __46 Runnals Rd Apt B, White River Junction, VT 05001___ 
 
DATE __9 February 2014___ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records Committee, Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 


