RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

SPECIES: Lark Bunting

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Kyle Jones

LOCATION: Fallow field next to the Fox Stand Bridge (Royalton Hill Rd), Royalton, Vermont
DATE: October 1, 2013

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: Approximately 10:00 AM, brief look, less than 1 minute

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 50° Minimum 50’

WEATHER:
wind direction wind speed
sky cover light in relation to observer's position temperature

Weather was not recorded at the time of observation, other than the fog had lifted about 1 hour prior.
Since there was fog, the wind would likely have been calm or very light.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Nikon Monarch binoculars, either 7x or 8x (label missing)

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
| have seen this species on trips to the western US, but not regularly, or as a stray to the eastern US.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo __ X Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/32929658@N02/10060787136/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/32929658 @N02/10060719144/

I will send these and a lightened copy of the zoomed photo along with this report. One photo was
taken before | zoomed and is primarily just a habitat shot. The other shot was zoomed, but still
distant.

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Fallow field. A fairly large cornfield that was flooded during TS Irene has been left to grow up in
weeds. This site has held an unusual concentration of seed-eating birds for the entire fall/winter of
2013-14.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)
Flew up to a tall weed and perched long enough for a quick look with binocs and to shoot two
photos. Fairly still while perched, but did not allow me to approach for better photos. It flew away
and | was unable to relocate it.



VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) None noticed

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

This RSD is being filled out months after the fact, but | am relying on notes and emails from the day
of the observation.

Relative size and shape: Seen in proximity to several other sparrow species. Notably, it seemed
larger than a nearby white-crowned sparrow. Sibley gives identical lengths for Lark Bunting and
white-crowned sparrow, but Lark Bunting measurements for wingspread and weight are larger than
WCSP.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):
Gray face with conspicuous white malar stripe bordered above with darker stripe. Ear coverts with
some dark marking on rear edge (not visible in photo).

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):
Thick bill. Leg color not noted and difficult to discern from photograph.

Upper back:
Not noted, appears to be brownish-gray in photo, difficult to see if there are streaks or not.

Lower back and rump:
Not noted.

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Pale line on wings consistent with the white secondary coverts of Lark Bunting. Not as bright as
depicted in field guides, but consistent with some online photos of female/ immature LABU. Malar
stripe and whitish coverts make a continuous white line

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
Streaked light gray breast with hint of central breast spot/splotch. Belly clear gray, flanks gray but
fuzzy in photo.

Tail (shape, length, markings):
Medium length, thought | saw some white edging when it flew but not sure. Photo suggests white
tips to tail feathers.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION
AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

My problem with this bird is that | confused myself initially by seeing a big sparrow with some bold
markings on the face and thinking it was a Lark Sparrow. It was a brief lookand | was trying to get
photos so | didn’t realize my mistake until later when | looked at the poor quality photos. | circulated
a photo among several knowledgeable birders and all agreed that this was not a Lark Sparrow. |
suggested Lark Bunting and got some lukewarm agreement and one NO vote. | was going to leave it
at that (unidentified), but since then | have looked at many online photos and many are consistent
with female/immature Lark Bunting. | am submitting this record for consideration but have no
expectation that the committee will accept it as Lark Bunting. | wanted to get the committee’s take
on this record (some were in the initial review), and include it in the files.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

Immature male or female or an adult female.

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after _ X the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)




NAME (print) Kyle Jones SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS 354 Morse Rd, S. Royalton, VT 05068

DATE 2/6/2014

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055
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