
              BIRD  SIGHTING  REPORT

SPECIES          Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus)

DATE             October 5, 2013; October 19, 2013
 
NUMBER Seven juveniles on Oct. 5; two to four juveniles on Oct. 19

LOCATION Brilyea Access of  Dead Creek Wildlife  Management Area,  Addison,  Vermont;  about 300
yards south of  Route 17 in an open area within a cattail marsh.  (44.082° latitude, -73.347°
longitude.)

CONDITIONS       On October 5th, three to five birds were observed in the morning for about 10 minutes at a
distance of  200 yards.  This increased to 400 yards as they relocated out of  sight.  Four or
five birds were observed for about 20 minutes mid-day at distances ranging from 70 to 200
yards.  Seven birds were observed for about an hour in late afternoon at a distance of  200
yards.   Weather  conditions  were  not  recorded  but  were  roughly  55  degrees  Fahrenheit,
overcast, with a light north wind.

On October 19th, two to four birds were observed in the afternoon for about 5 minutes at a
distance of  about 200 yards.  Weather conditions were not recorded but were roughly 60
degrees Fahrenheit, partly sunny, with a light south wind.

On both days, observations were made with Zeiss 8x42 TFL binoculars,  a Nikon 20-45x
60mm  spotting  scope  and  Celestron  8-inch  Schmidt-Cassegrain  telescope  fitted  with  a
Televue image erector and Celestron Plossl 26mm eyepiece (effective 78x magnification) and
mounted on a custom platform, Manfrotto 3066 video head, and Manfrotto 132XB heavy
duty tripod.   Atmospheric distortion was minimal.   Overall  viewing conditions were very
good.

IDENTIFICATION These were medium-sized shorebirds, perhaps roughly the size of  Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa
melanoleuca) but with much chunkier builds, longer bills and shorter legs.  Overall dull gray
with tinge of  beige, the most prominent plumage features first noted were the reddish-edged,
unpatterned and blackish-centered scapulars  and the gray wash extending from the nape,
neck and lower face to the upper breast.

Fairly chunky head with white supercilium, dark eye and lores, gray wash on nape, neck and
lower face extending onto upper breast and gradually fading to a beige tinted gray on the
central and lower breast.  This contrast of  gray head and neck and beige/gray breast was
more blatant on some individuals.  Cap darker.

Bill was thick, long, dark, and very slightly drooped at the end.  Bill length varied, but was
particularly long on one individual.  This bird's bill extended beyond the realm of  Short-billed
Dowitcher  (Limnodromus  griseus), possibly  requiring  a  trombone  case  for  transport.   It
interestingly turned slightly upward nearing the end before resuming the previous line and
drooping at the tip.   This long, crooked bill  made this bird the most easily distinguished
individual. 

Scapulars were dark-centered, virtually black, unpatterned, and edged in cinnamon red.  A
few of  the scapulars on some birds had molted to gray.  The amount of  molt varied but gave
some birds a somewhat disheveled appearance.



Tertials were dark-centered and unpatterned. 

Blatant white “patch” on back seen in flight appeared as a wide stripe down the center of  the
back, pointed at the top and leading to the black and white barred tail.  The width of  the
black bars on the tail varied somewhat from bird to bird but clearly exceeded the width of  the
white bars on most birds and was not exceeded by white on any (except on a single Short-
billed Dowitcher which occasionally accompanied this group).  

Medium length, dull yellow legs were most often underwater.

We  were  occasionally  provided  a  nice  comparison  with  adjacent  juvenile  Short-billed
Dowitchers which showed warmer, more beige tones overall, lack of  gray wash on necks,
wider golden edges to heavily patterned scapulars and a noticeably whiter tail on one bird.  A
soft confirming “tu-tu-tu” call by one of  the Short-billed Dowitchers was heard once when
they took flight – the only dowitcher call heard.  (We were not close enough to hear any
interpersonal  chatter.)   One of  the Long-billed Dowitchers,  present on the afternoon of
October  5,  was  noticeably  smaller  than  the  rest.   The  difference  was  suggestive  of  the
reportedly  larger  size  range of  Long-billed Dowitcher  (compared to that  of  Short-billed
Dowitcher).

BEHAVIOR These birds fed in sewing machine fashion in a shallow, open area of  the marsh adjacent to a
muddy shoreline with sparsely dispersed, low plants.  They often fed in water up to their
bellies  and on a few occasions swam short  distances.  They periodically flew around and
relocated.  They occasionally closely associated with two or three Short-billed Dowitchers and
loosely with a loose flock of  Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca).

DISTINCTIONS Medium-sized, heavy set shorebirds with dull yellow legs, white pattern on back, a black and
white barred tail, very long, relatively thick, straight bill with very slight droop at the end, and
sewing machine feeding behavior distinguish as dowitcher.  Subdued cinnamon red edges to
unpatterned blackish  scapulars  being  the  most  colorful  aspect  of  an  otherwise  very  dull
plumage, distinct gray wash on lower face and neck contrasting with beige gray of  breast,
unpatterned tertials, width of  black tail barring greater than or equal to white tail barring, and
the particularly long bill of  one bird distinguish as juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher. 

OBSERVERS Theodore G. Murin, 77 Overlook Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403 (all sessions)
Spencer Hardy, Middlebury, VT (October 5 mid-day session)
Jim Osborn, South Burlington, VT (October 5 afternoon session)
Jim Mead, Williston, VT (October 5 afternoon session)
Ron Payne, Middlebury, VT (October 5 afternoon session)
Craig Provost, Elmore, VT (October 19)

NOTES The exact number of  individuals was not resolved during some observation sessions due to
the difficulty in sorting out two or three Short-billed Dowitchers which occasionally mixed
with these birds.

DATE OF REPORT October 21, 2013

SIGNATURE


