RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

SPECIES: Acadian Flycatcher

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS

Eric Hynes, 89 Green Street, Hinesburg, VT 05461, erichynes28@gmail.com

Ian Worley, 1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, Vermont 05753, iworley@uvm.edu
Barbara Brosnan, Weybridge, VT

John Chamberlain, Weybridge, VT

LOCATION:
In mixed woods on the southern end of Snake Mountain, above Worley residence. Bridport,
Addison County. Coordinates: 44.0073, -73.2591

DATE:
May 18th, 2013

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:
7:14am. Observed for about 8-10 minutes.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD:

Maximum: 235 feet when first heard (measured by Google Earth).

Minimum: 30-40 feet when immediately beneath the bird while listening to it sing and looking
forit.

WEATHER:

Wind: calm

Sky cover: clear

Light in relation to observer's position: Rising morning sunlight through dense deciduous
canopy

Temperature: Low 70’s

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:
Each observer had conventional binocs; however the bird was not seen.

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

Hynes ... “I lived and birded within ACFL breeding range for more than a decade. | have spent a
lot of time doing field work during the breeding season. Particularly relevant, I spent two field
seasons working for the Biology Department at Indiana University and participated in a study
of the breeding habits of Acadian Flycatchers. My primary responsibility was nest finding and
monitoring ACFL.”

Others ... no recent acquaintaince



OTHER DOCUMENTATION:
Digital Recording available at: https://soundcloud.com/eric-hynes/130518-01

The Acadian Flycatcher can be teased out from among the songs and calls of a Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, an Ovenbird, a Yellow-throated Vireo, and others. It punctuates the chorus at 2.5

seconds and 5.5 seconds with the most conspicuous song burst occurs at 9.0 seconds. A fourth
song occurs at 15.0 seconds. Longer recording were made, but this is the most clear segment.

HABITAT:

Mixed 80 year old forest of maples, ash, hickories, pines, and elms on lower slopes (500’
elevation) of Snake Mountain. The specific location of the bird was in a multi-canopied patch
of robustly leafed-out deciduous trees dominated by a sugar maple. Eastwardly down slope
235 feet is the edge of the forest, opening to a five acre horse pasture. The entire location was
brightly lit by the spring’s morning sun. Nearby are several hundred acres of contiuous forest
with various canopy gaps, a few residental homes and large lawns, then beyond dozens of
acres of old pasture land being invaded by shrubs, and, a bit farther away extensive farm
fields, wet meadows and the sluggish Lemon Fair River.

Birds recorded in the near vicinity of the Acadian Flycatcher included, in no particular order,
BCCH, DOWO, HAWO, RBWO, PIWO, EAPH, GCFL, YTVI, BHVI, REVI, BBCU, WBNU, RBGR,VEER,
WOTH, OVEN, AMRE, NOPA, and SCTA. While we were listening to and searching visually for
the Acadian Flycatcher, a Northern Parula burst into song with both A and B versions.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR:

The bird remained out-of-sight in the same location for the duration of its singing, about 8-10
minutes. It sounded as though it was mid-story, not all the way up in the canopy and not down
low in the understory either. It might have moved a few feet in the canopy from time to time,
but we could not confirm that.

VOCALIZATION:

Hynes first heard the song and called the other three of us with the words “Acadian
Flycatcher!”. The songs continued more or less continuously for the 8- 10 minutes we heard
the bird right above our heads.

As heard during the observation the song was very prominent above the background songs of
other birds, much more so than is evident on the recording. It was plain, evident, and striking.

Hynes describes the vocalization thus: “To my ear, the song was a truncated burst. It was an
emphatic "peet-sah.” I heard it sing many times but never heard a call note or the wing-
fluttering whinny that they sometimes do (which I associate with nest-building)”.

Worley describes the vocalization thus: “The song consisted of two quick, hurried, brief
syllables, each a sharp, powerful, piercing, intense, loud whistle. The first syllable was loudly
sharp and energetic, the second likewise at a slightly higher pitch and with perhaps a slight
decrease in volume just at the very end. The beginning of each syllable was abrupt and
forceful There was no pause between the two syllables. The end of the second syllable, i.e. the
end of the song, was as abrupt as the beginning of the song. The cadence and phrasing were



flycatcher-like, but in tonal quality, pitch, and speed nothing like any of the regular, local
flycatchers. We did not time the intervals, but that is captured by the recording.”

Hynes and Worley individually recorded the bird. The latter managed to erase his recording
before completing a download. A link to Hynes’ recording is provided above, along. The
quality of two recordings were similar and the vocalizations sounded the same on both. As we
heard the bird during the observation its song was much more obvious, loud, and clear than it
appears on the recording.

DESCRIPTION:
We four experienced birders put forth our best efforts to locate the bird in the thick canopy for
6-10 minutes in the dense canopy, but never had even the most brief glimpse of it.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Other flycatchers with two-syllable songs (OSFL, EAWP, YBFL, ALFL, WIFL, LEFL, EAPH, SAPH)
were ruled out by the powerful, piercing, exceptionally loud call. The cadence of the two-
syllable song was unlike any woodpeckers (YBSA, DOWO, HAWO, PIWO, RBWO, RHWO, NOFL).

COMMENTS:

Hynes wrote this comment following the observation, posting it on VTBird: “Nearing the
completion of [our early morning birding] walk, we were all celebrating hearing a Black-billed
Cuckoo sing repeatedly when an even "better" bird spoke up. Much to our surprise, an Acadian
Flycatcher started to sing! It's explosive cries for "pizza" rained down from about half way up
in some mature hardwoods. It sang long enough for me to get a cluttered audio recording but
within minutes it went quiet. We were never able to pick it out of the foliage.”

Parts of this report were drafted immediately after the observation. The remainder was
completed later by memory. All four observers have reviewed the report.

NAME: Eric Hynes
MAILING ADDRESS: 89 Green Street, Hinesburg, VT 05461
EMAIL ADDRESS: erichynes28@gmail.com

RSD prepared for the observer party by:
Ian A. Worley

1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, VT, 05753
iworley@uvm.edu

DATE: September 20, 2013

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



