
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  	
  Wilson’s Phalarope	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  	
  1 male	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available):  Chris Rimmer.  Bird also 
observed by George Clark, Ed Hack, Kyle Jones, and Peter LaBelle 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county):  on banks of Connecticut River across from former Pompy gravel 
operation, ½ mile south of intersection Rt. 5 and 132 
	
  
DATE:	
  	
  30	
  May	
  2013	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  7:30 am; observed for 15 minutes	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum 25 m    Minimum 15 m	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
  
	
  
wind direction   N/A wind speed   0 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position temperature___________________________ 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.)  Leica 8x42 binoculars; Bushnell Spacemaster w/22X wide angle 
lens 
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
	
  
Observed on numerous occasions  
	
  
	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo ___X___ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited:  Two photos taken by others attached 
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
	
  
Solitary individual on exposed muddy banks (water substantially drawn down at Wilder Dam) of Connecticut 
River 
	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
	
  
First observed roosting on water’s edge; became somewhat apprehensive at my approach to ~30 m and 
moved a short distance, then foraged intermittently in small pools and wet depressions in mud as I watched 
through spotting scope for 10 minutes.  Feeding behavior was entirely visual picking off surface of mud, 
never probing.  Not seen in flight.   
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls)  none heard 



DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  	
  very slender overall, shape and size similar to Solitary Sandpiper but slimmer body 
and shorter legs 	
  
	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):  head pale overall, but with reddish-pinkish wash on nape and 
sides of neck; distinct thin black stripe through eye contrasting with whitish face and throat,  
	
  
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length):  legs uniformly dark; dark bill extremely slender and needlelike 
	
  
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
   uniformly grayish	
  
	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  uniformly grayish	
  
	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings):  never seen in flight, but appeared colored like rest of upperparts  
	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  	
  uniformly whitish 
	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings):  not specifically noted, but short 
	
  
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
	
  
Distinguished from Tringa flavipes by smaller size, more slender body, more needlelike bill, shorter and dark 
legs, distinctive head and facial pattern.  From Tringa solitaria  by longer and dark legs, more slender build, 
needlelike bill, distinctive head pattern,  Distinguished form other two phalarope species by very slender 
body, needlelike bill, longer legs, overall paler body, distinctive head and facial pattern,  
	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.)  Bird was clearly a male 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory  X (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)  Chris Rimmer                 SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS:   VCE, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055  
 
DATE   17 September 2013 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 



 
 
Digiscoped photo taken of same individual by Kyle Jones at 3:35 pm on 30 May 2013 
 
 

 
 
Photo of same individual by Peter Labelle at ~3:45 pm on 30 May 2013 


