RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

SPECIES: GREATER SCAUP
NUMBER OBSERVED: One

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Roy Pilcher, 19 Gables Place, Rutland VT, 05701.
[Casual observer. “Allison”]

LOCATION: Kent Pond, Killington, Rutland County, Vermont.

DATE: 2013-08-05

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 09:30 Hrs. Up to 5 minutes.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum ~80 M Minimum ~80 M

WEATHER:

Wind direction: From the west. Wind speed: Moderate

Sky cover: Mostly sunny. Light in relation to observer's position: Looking north.
Temperature: ~62°F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: Scope: KOWA TSN- 83 @ 20X

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
Observer sees most diving ducks in Vermont at least annually but more specifically in the spring and
in the fall.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: None.

HABITAT: Kent Pond, western shore opposite the impoundment, shallower part and more
protected.

OTHER BIRDS IN AREA: A couple of broods of semi-tame Mallard and a family of Common Loon
also a Juvenile Bald Eagle.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: Bird was repeatedly diving.

VOCALIZATION: None.

DESCRIPTION:

Relative size and shape: Smaller than Common Loon and about Mallard size.
Head: Head was well rounded, completely black with no sign of iridescence.

Eyes: A lady, who was visiting, accepted this observer’s invitation to see the bird through the scope.
Her general reaction was “neat” and “great”, but she also remarked on the “brilliant yellow eye”.

Bill: Blue/gray appearing broad and stout. No markings apparent on bill or at the base of the bill.



Flanks: The flanks displayed some “white flecking” against a darker background.

Upper and Lower back: Dark, but not as dark as the head and neck.

Lower back and rump: As above.

Wings: Not differentiated.

Breast: Appeared the same color as the head and neck.

Tail: Not differentiated but followed contour of body.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Common Goldeneye, Lesser Scaup and Ring-necked Duck were eliminated because of head shape.
Absence of bill markings also eliminated Ring-necked Duck and bill color and shape would eliminate

Common Goldeneye. Diving behavior eliminated puddle/pond ducks in general. Head and bill shape
eliminated scoters and mergansers.

COMMENTS: The lack of marking at the base of the bill and the dark white-flecked flanks led this
observer to report that the bird was a “nonbreeding male” Greater Scaup; however, this specific
feature may not necessarily eliminate the possibility of a juvenile Greater Scaup.

This report was written from memory, two days later!
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