
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
SPECIES:	
  	
   White-­‐winged	
  Dove	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
   1	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  	
   Henry	
  Trombley,	
  Starksboro,	
  VT	
  
OTHER	
  OBSERVERS:	
  	
  	
   	
   Rodney	
  Olsen,	
  Vergennes,	
  VT 
	
  
LOCATION:	
  	
   Dead Creek WBA, Addison, VT 
	
  
DATE:	
   May	
  28,	
  2013	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
   6:30	
  PM	
  to	
  7:00	
  PM	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  75 ft when first observed.  500 ft when last seen	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
   Fair,	
  Overcast	
  
	
  
wind direction:  None wind speed: None 
 
sky cover: Overcast     Light in relation to observer's position:  90 deg and behind the viewer.  There were no 
dark shadows or bright glare due to the overcast conditions.  Viewing conditions were very good. 
 
temperature: 65 F 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.) 
10X Vortex binoculars 
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
I’ve seen White-winged Doves more than a dozen times in south Texas, Arizona, and the US-VI. 
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo ______ Tape Recording __X____ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?  Mp4 recording from an iphone is attached.  The 
bird was quite distant when the recording was made and is very faint.  At max volume with headphones, the 
bird can be just barely heard in the first 3 seconds of the recording and again from 19 to 24 seconds.  It is 
giving a rhythmic hoo’s with a t-tulip too, t-tulip too pattern. 
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
The habitat was small groups of trees mixed with shrubs and thickets.  The bird tended to perch in the open 
on leafless branch of the trees.   
 
It did not appear to associate with any other birds.   
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
Flight was fast and direct, similar to other doves.  The bird showed striking bold white bar in the wings during 
flight.   
 
The bird did not allow any close approach.  It seemed to be quick to take flight at even distant approaches. 
 
	
  



VOCALIZATION:	
   The song was a series of soft rhythmic hoo’s that had more had more resonance or a 
more hoarse sound than a Mourning Dove.  The pattern of the call was a t-tulip too, t-tulip too. 
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
   	
  
Very	
  close	
  in	
  size	
  to	
  a	
  Mourning	
  Dove,	
  but	
  more	
  chunky	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):  
It had a small dark crescent on side of the neck.  Otherwise, there were no distinguishing markings on 
crown, cheek, or nape. 
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length): 
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  
Brown.	
  	
  Similar	
  to	
  a	
  Mourning	
  Dove	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  
Brown	
  .	
  	
  Similar	
  to	
  a	
  Mourning	
  Dove	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings): 
When perched, the bottom and front edges of the wings were outlined with a thick white edge.  In flight, the 
top sides of the wings showed dark primaries and a bold thick white bar starting from the front edge at the 
bend in the wing and continuing to the trailing edge of the wing. 
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  
Unmarked.	
  	
  Similar	
  to	
  a	
  Mourning	
  Dove	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings): 
The	
  bird	
  had	
  a	
  square	
  tail	
  with	
  a	
  broad	
  white	
  terminal	
  band	
  on	
  the	
  underside.	
  	
  The	
  white	
  band	
  was	
  
approximately	
  half	
  to	
  one	
  third	
  of	
  the	
  tail	
  length.	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
	
  
Mourning	
  Dove	
  has	
  a	
  long	
  pointed	
  tail	
  with	
  no	
  terminal	
  band.	
  	
  This	
  bird	
  had	
  a	
  squared	
  tail	
  with	
  a	
  wide	
  white	
  
terminal	
  band	
  on	
  the	
  underside.	
  	
  This	
  bird	
  also	
  had	
  thick	
  white	
  outline	
  to	
  the	
  wings	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  present	
  in	
  a	
  
Mourning	
  Dove.	
  	
  The	
  voice	
  and	
  rhythm	
  of	
  the	
  call	
  was	
  different	
  from	
  a	
  Mourning	
  Dove.	
  
	
  
The	
  bird	
  was	
  smaller	
  and	
  more	
  slender	
  than	
  a	
  Rock	
  Pigeon.	
  	
  It	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  grays	
  or	
  white	
  in	
  the	
  body	
  
like	
  most	
  Rock	
  Pigeons.	
  	
  The	
  call	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  cooing	
  of	
  a	
  Rock	
  Pigeon	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after __x__ the observation, or written 
from memory _____  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
NAME:  Henry Trombley  SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 245 Dan Sargent Rd, Bristol VT 05443 
 
DATE: 5/29/2013 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


