
              BIRD  SIGHTING  REPORT

SPECIES          Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis)

DATE             June 9, 2013
 
NUMBER One

LOCATION Hayfield  and adjacent  tree  lines  at  northwest  corner  of  Mount  Independence  Road and 
Chipman Point Road, Orwell, Vermont.  (43.802N, -73.364W)

CONDITIONS       This bird was observed periodically from about 9:14 to 11:30 a.m. at distances ranging from 
approximately  20  to  250  meters.   The  sky  was  partly  cloudy  which  provided  occasional 
sunshine.   The wind was light from the south perhaps averaging 5 miles per hour.   The 
temperature was roughly 70 degrees Fahrenheit.   Atmospheric distortion was apparent at 
great distances but not noticeable at the shorter distances at which we were observing this 
bird.  Observations were made with Zeiss 8x42 TFL binoculars, a Nikon 20-45x60 spotting 
scope and Celestron 8-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope alternately fitted with a Televue 
image erector and Celestron Plossl 26mm eyepiece (effective 78x magnification) and a Canon 

400D digital camera, T-ring and T-adapter (effective 64x magnification)  mounted on a custom 
platform, Manfrotto 3066 video head, and Manfrotto 132XB heavy duty tripod..   Overall 
viewing conditions were excellent.

IDENTIFICATION This bird was first seen conspicuously hunting over the field.  It had an overall light brown  
upper side with gray head, dark tail and yellow belly.  It appeared structurally similar to and 
somewhat larger than an Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus), although the two were never 
in close company long enough for precise comparison.  Specifically it had a light gray head 
(with tiny slit of  a red cap noted only post-observation in one photo); a dark line through the 
dark eye; a dark, relatively small (for Tyrannus flycatcher) black, tapered bill; whitish cheek 
and throat  fading to dingier  white  upper  breast  fading to yellow belly  and lighter  yellow 
undertail;  light  gray nape contrasting grayish-greenish-tan back;  dull  reddish-brown upper 
wings; dull yellowish underwing coverts; dark tail with white edge to outer tail feathers and no 
white  terminal  band  (interestingly  splayed  tail  appeared  dark,  dull  reddish-brown  from 
underneath when backlit by sun); and black legs and feet.  See photos.

BEHAVIOR This bird made several forays out over the open hayfield in the apparent pursuit for brunch. 
It appeared to chase several insects on the wing but often settled into the top of  the grass  
presumably plucking bugs.  It was once buzzed in the middle of  the field by an Eastern 
Kingbird.  The Eastern Kingbird did not persist and this bird was unfazed by the close fly-by  
and continued foraging in the same spot.  No other bird interactions were seen.  Interestingly 
this bird seemed to gravitate to the middle of  the field whereas the nearby Eastern Kingbirds 
were  operating more along the  edges.   It  rested several  times  between foraging trips  on 
saplings along the road's edge.  On other occasions it disappeared for periods and we did not 
know  where  it  was.   There  were  also  Bobolinks  (Dolichonyx  oryzivorus),  Red-winged 
Blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus) and Savannah Sparrows (Passerculus sandwichensis) in this 
field and Orchard Orioles (Icterus spurius) in the saplings along the edges.

DISTINCTIONS Size, shape and overall plumage narrow identification to yellow-bellied species of  Tyrannus 
genus, specifically Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus), Couch's Kingbird (Tyrannus 
couchii),  Cassin's  Kingbird  (Tyrannus  vociferans),  Thick-billed  Kingbird  (Tyrannus 
crassirostris), and Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis).  The relatively smaller bill, dark tail 
and lack of  strong greenish tone to the back distinguish from Tropical, Couch's, and Thick-
billed Kingbirds.  The white outer edges to the outer tail feathers, lack of  white terminal band 



to the tail, relatively light upper breast (dingy white rather than gray), white cheek diffusing to  
dingy gray neck (rather than strongly contrasting gray neck), and grayish-greenish-tan back 
(rather  than  gray)  contrasting  the  light  gray  head  distinguish  as  this  species  rather  than 
Cassin's Kingbird.

OBSERVERS Theodore G. Murin, 77 Overlook Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403
Jim Mead, Williston, VT
Steve Antell, Shelburne, VT
Ian Worley, Cornwall, VT
Larry Haugh, Shelburne, VT

NOTES This bird was first found at this location by Sue Wetmore on June 8, 2013

PHOTOS
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