RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Veery or Hermit Thrush or Hybrid??
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS JoAnne Russo for Gerry Biron who took the photos, we
were birding together, | never saw the bird. Gerry just took pictures, he didn’t know what it was.

LOCATION: rte 121 near the Saxtons River, Westminster VT
DATE: Nov 17,2012

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: Gerry shot 4 quick pictures, bird was hopping from branch to
branch in a bush. Observed 10 minutes or less.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: 30 feet

WEATHER: sunny, cool.

Clear, calm, sunny, light from behind.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: Canon EOS 7D digital camera with 100 — 400 zoom lens

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: Gerry none.
I have viewed thrushes a lot but didn’t see this one. Really late for Veery, not late for Hermit.
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo _2 attached

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?____atttachments to this email

HABITAT: right off the side of the road, in a shrubby area, lots of birds foraging, including sparrows, juncos,
a mockingbird.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: hopping around from branch to branch in a bush.
VOCALIZATION: none
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take

field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Upper back: appears to be brown

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: breast has little spotting



IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

First reaction to seeing the pictures was Veery but the back coloring isn’t rufous. But for Hermit, the
back color looks good but the spotting is pretty sparse, never saw one with so little spotting.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

NAME (print)__JoAnne Russo SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS PO Box 250,Saxtons River VT 05154
DATE 11/20/2012

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055







