
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
 
SPECIES:  Red Phalarope 
 
NUMBER OBSERVED: one (1) 
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available) 
 Bob Heitzman 
 46 Runnals Road, Apt B 
 White River Junction, VT 05001 
 Originally sighted by Kyle Rosenblad (Kyle.C.Rosenblad@gmail.com) 
 
LOCATION: (place, township, county) 
 About 1.5-2 miles out along the Colchester-South Hero causeway,  

Colchester, Chittenden County, VT 

 
DATE: 
 November 3, 2012 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:  
 Originally sighted ~2:40pm by Kyle; sighted by this reporter ~4:20pm;  

observed by me for about 1 minute. 
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:  Maximum_100yds_    Minimum_50yds_ 
 
WEATHER:  
 
wind direction ___NW_____ wind speed  ___20-30 mph (2-3 ft waves)_____ 
 
sky cover  overcast (remnants of Hurricane Sandy)_ 
 
light in relation to observer's position  ~90 degrees to my left_ 
 
temperature  cold and windy (upper 30s/low 40s)_ 



 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) 
 Observed using Eagle Optics 8x42 Denali binoculars.   

Could not relocate with Celestron 100mm spotting scope, mostly due to winds and waves 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: 

• First observation of this species.  Had previously observed Red-necked Phalaropes 
on Great Salt Lake in 2007. 

• Earlier in same day had observed numerous Bonaparte Gulls, both in flight and on 
shore (for body and head marking comparisons) and a Dunlin (for bill comparison). 

• Visible from the same location on the causeway was an immature Ring-billed Gull. 
• In the lee of the causeway we had both observed Common Loons. 
• Kyle and I had checked Sibley’s guide before heading out to distinguish Red from 

Red-necked. 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo ____ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______  Drawing 
__Yes__ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? _See end of this report   
 
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 

Open water on Lake Champlain off of Malletts Bay.  Bird was about 30 feet off the 
causeway, on the windward side, facing mostly into the NW wind. 

 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to 
observer) 

Bird was relatively stationary when observed by this reporter, facing into the strong wind.  
Sometimes would face or move in the direction of the gull (~30 yards away). 
Kyle reported that the bird would occasionally fly a short distance along the causeway, 
then remain stationary, frequently near the causeway. 

 
 
VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) 

None could be heard over the gusty winds 
 
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers 
will take field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional 
pages with sketches and copies of field notes are encouraged.) 

Dark gray back of neck to head cap, dark (black) eye, bill, and smudge behind eye.  
Throat and neck were white, with clear contrast between the gray and white.  Head was 
smallish and round, reminiscent of a Bonaparte’s Gull.  Bill was not needle-like, but 
thicker like the Dunlin seen at previous birding location.  Head and neck were erect, not 
relaxed or bent down for feeding; by contrast, the gull had its head and neck retracted to 
create a low profile against the wind.  The bird was viewed primarily from behind, as it 
was facing into the wind most of the time.  When it did look/move to the right, the neck 
and bill were evident against the greenish gray of the water. 

 
Relative size and shape: 
 Appeared similar in size to Bonaparte’s Gull, but was clearly smaller than RBGU nearby. 
 Relatively long erect neck with a small head and bill 1-2x the length of the head.   
 
Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): 

Smallish head, white face and throat, medium dark gray cap and back of neck.  Blackish 
patch behind eye made eye appear larger and longer than actually was. 
 

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): 
Bill was dark in color (grey to black), thick like a Dunlin’s, not needle-like, and appeared 



blunt at the tip (only got one impression of that characteristic) 
 

Upper back: 
 Medium gray 
 
Lower back and rump: 
 Could not be observed amongst the heavy waves 
 
Wings (shape, length, markings): 
 Could not be observed amongst the heavy waves 
 
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: 
 Could not be observed amongst the heavy waves 
 
Tail (shape, length, markings): 
 Could not be observed amongst the heavy waves 
 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS 
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
As described in the Description and Previous Experience sections: 
• Ring-billed gull – smaller overall size, smaller head and longer, erect neck, coloration 

generally wrong 
• Bonaparte’s Gull – similar head size, but had darker gray back of neck, longer neck and bill, 

and larger eye patch 
• Common Loon – far smaller, slimmer, longer neck 
• Pied-bill Grebe – larger in size, different markings on head and neck, bill length 
 
 
COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)  No 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _Yes _ immediately after _____ the observation, 
or written from memory __Yes__  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
  

 
 
NAME (print)____Bob Heitzman___ SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS ___46 Runnals Road Apt B, White River Junction, VT 05001_____ 
 
DATE ___4 November 2012____ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


