Vermont Bird Records Committee meeting 2013
Vermont Center for Ecostudies

Present:

Judy Peterson and Allan Strong, Co-Chairs
George Clark
Hector Galbraith
Spencer Hardy
Dave Johnston
Kent McFarland
Craig Provost
Ruth Stewart
John Sutton

Sue Wetmore

Meeting called to order at 10:15am.

10:15 Protocol discussion. Discussion of hypothetical first state records. 8 “yes”
votes required to accept any other record. Voting “no” electronically to discus in
person. Tabling records for external review. Adjunct committee members. Official
status of this community in birding world? Ebird and VRBC relationship. Discussion
of ebird database and review process.

11:05 Subspecies reports. Hypothetical first state records of subspecies can be
accepted as such. List of subspecies based on what is submitted. Invite subspecies
records.

11:15 Exotics. Wording of “Providence Unknown” for species like Budgie that are
clearly escapes. Looked at precedent in Mass.

11:25 Removal of Species from RSD consideration list. White-eyed Vireo removed,
Pacific Loon re-added. Belted Kingfisher changed to year-round. No change to Black-
headed Gull. Boreal Chickadee changed to Northeast Kingdom only. No change to
Blue Grosbeak.

11:50 Request for seasonal input from North American Birds editors.
Lunch

12:15 Begin with discussion of past RSDs of Long-Billed Dowitcher. Allan says all
good.

From Allan:
Through 2009, we separated RSD numbers by season. Hence, the number protocol
was (season)(year)-(number), e.g., F08-06



In 2010, we started a new system that eliminated season. Here, it was year.number,
e.g., 2010.005

In this case, the year corresponds to the RSD year. So, even if the bird was seen in
the fall/winger of the previous year, we are using the "VBRC year," November-
October. We will continue to use this system.

2:15 Re-nominate current presidents



