
VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL MEETING - VCE - NORWICH, VT 29 OCTOBER 2011 

Present: 
Kent McFarland 
Sue Wetmore 
Allan Strong 
George Clark 
Judy Peterson 
Hector Galbraith 
Ruth Stewart 
Chris Rimmer 
 
27 October 2012 scheduled for next meeting. 

First state - real or hypothetical, need 100%.  What about abstentions?  We decided that this 
would no longer be a unanimous decision.  What should we do about VBRC members that 
would want to abstain because it was their own record?  We decided we would ask other RBCs if 
they have a recusal policy.  For non-state records, we need 2/3 (in this case 6). 

Membership -  

Wayne Peterson - Still interested in being involved…will help if he can.   

Simon Perkins - No contact, not writing for NA Birds, no longer working for MA Audubon.   

Mark Szantyr - New spring column for NA Birds.  We'll ask him to be a member.  Thought that 
we might consider including the NA Bird editors on RSDs that we send out for review.   

New VT member?  Not now.  Dave Johnston, Craig Provost, and Ian Worley all came up as 
potential new members.  

What about Chris?  Ad hoc member.  Doesn't count against quorum; doesn't need to vote.  Chris' 
vote counts in the same way as the NA Bird editors.   

eBird and VBRC - We are going to go with Ted's state list and use that for one-stop shopping  - 
breeding, location, etc.  We'll try to enlist Ted in working with this new document.  Allan will 
put together a sample of species to compare dates on the field card versus dates in eBird. 

VBRC as birder of the month - we will all send Kent a couple sentences about ourselves for a 
bio.  Will be PR as well as educational. 



VBRC and the Wards - respond with a plan to ask the Wards for documentation.  We will check 
in with ABA on whether or not they want to give us some sort of affirmation that they will take 
action if we do not get satisfactory (any) evidence from the Wards. 

Electronic balloting.  We voted on 39 RSDs electronically, accepting 20.   

RSDs: 

Nelson's Sparrow - Will send out to Fletcher Smith for additional assessment. 

Kent asked us to email him if we find odd records in eBird 

Pacific Loon - Take off the required RSD list for Lake Champlain. 

 

Adjourn at 14:55 

 

 


