
VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL MEETING – NORWICH, VT – 30 October 2010 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: 
Kent McFarland    
Allan Strong     
Sue Wetmore     
Judy Peterson     
Richard Lavallee    
Hector Galbraith    
John Sutton     
Ruth Stewart 
Chris Rimmer  
George Clark 
 

1. Procedures refresher and discussion. 
2. Next meeting will be Nov. 5, 2011.  
3. Minutes  from 2010 accepted as read.  
4. Chris Rimmer presented his idea for a Birds of Vermont book and opened the 

floor for discussion. This is a fledgling concept and not a new idea. He has been 
chatting with folks for years about it. Recently though he talked with Alan Keith 
who just finishing birds of NH book. Nuttall Ornithological Club is publishing it. 
He mentioned Nuttall might be interested in publishing a Vermont book. 
 
There needs to be more exploration of this idea, but generally the idea was well 
received by the committee. Areas for me information: 
- How much would it cost and how much is Nuttall willing to give. 
- exact ideas for the book on what it would contain. What does the NH book 

look like? 
- Who would work on it? The entire committee and others? 
Hector will help Chris think about this and explore structure and skeleton idea. Al 
would like to see an example species write up to ponder. 
Chris will talk with Allan Keith about the process and funding.  

5. VBRC RSD database- should it be given out to researchers and others for use?  
We should keep names of observers of rejected records private. All accepted 
records are in eBird already. Al will pull out the names and Kent will put it under 
the password protected section for use by committee members. Needs some 
cleanup and more consistent wording.  

6. Vermont eBird discussions 
Interaction between eBird and big list. Lot of examples of more in eBird than on 
RSD list. Do we keep in sync or not? Consensus was that it is not that important 
to keep in perfect sync, but it would be nice if it is possible to do. Kent and Al 
will get year that each species was taken off the RSD request list to check back in 



time and determine how many have no RSD ever submitted from 10th record 
back.  
 
Kent has been searching for help with eBird data editors since there is so much 

data coming in now that he can’t do it alone. Kent explained the process of flagged 
records, editing and communicating with birders and the connection with VBRC.  He has 
three people that are volunteering for areas in Vermont as an editor. He needs southern 
editors and NE Kingdom. Hector will look into some folks in south to see if they may be 
willing to help. 
 
7. Exotic species- we will take them on a species by species basis. Anything comes up 
through eBird, the committee will decide if we should request an RSD or not.  
 
8. Electronic voting worked very well in 2010. We will do this again next year mi- 
summer and put out two reports a year on a trial basis.  
 
9. Committee Reviewed RSD reports. 
 
 
 


