March 18, 2016
For Vermont Rare Bird Determination Committee

| know a lot of you saw and recorded an American Golden Plover at this location, at this time. Maybe
this is an entirely different individual or it may be it is the plover.

Please review, as | keep my fingers crossed awaiting a ruling.

I identified this bird as a Buff-breasted Sandpiper which | had never seen before. | was looking for a
“buff” colored shore bird with a cap and yellow legs.

Two days later, Saturday | returned taking the photo’s with me. The “golden” bird was not present but
a Black-bellied Plover was in the same area.

Showed Ted Murin and group of 5 or 6 well known birders the photo’s, all silent. | wished someone had
piped up that it didn’t look like any Buff-breasted they had seen. On giving photos back Ted did make
comment of “bright juvenile plover” . | believe I did inquire as to if Plovers had yellow legs, no

response.

A montbh later | did see the Buff-breasted at the Lake Road Charlotte location and the label on my photo
got changed to ? bright plover with yellow legs. Fast forward 8 years, | opened newly arrived
Birdwatching magazine and there was my “bird”. Eurasian Dotterel.

| realize distance viewed was great and photo’s poor but it did not look like any American Golden
Plovers | have seen. ( about a dozen) This bird had yellow legs, orange/red belly with white vent, dark
crown, long pale supercillium and very short bill.

| have seen peeps called “bright” when the underside had a visible yellow tint but this was a belly patch
not an overall brightness. It was not the lighting. One photo had a nearby Killdeer and its belly showed
true white.
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Subject: Dead Cragk, Seplember §

From: Fred and Chris Pratt <[icg in 1o unimask]>
Reply-To: Vermont Birds <{log i 1o unmaskl>
Date: Wed, 5 Sep 2007 18:00:55 -0400

Content-Type: text/plain

Parts/Attachments: text/plain (11 lines)

Today around noon at Dead Creek, Ted Murin and I enjoyed 5 Red-necked
Phalaropes (all juveniles), 3 Baird's Sandpipers (also juveniles) and a _
beautiful young Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Two other birders told us they

Had seen 7 Red-necked Phalaropes so it was quite a show.

Also about 50 yellowlegs (both species well represented), 5 Pectoral
Sandpipers, some Least Sandpipers, Semipalmated Plovers, Killdeer and
Spotted Sandpiper. Osprey, Bald Eagle, Merlin overhead at one time or
another.

Pipit.
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Subject: Buii-breasted Sandpipsr al Dead Creek
From: "Nancy A. Brown" <jiog i 1o unimask)>
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The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was still at Dead Creek at 7:00 pm Thursday evening. It is
on the west side, walk out the path behind gate from first parking lot. It was across
the mud flat from the point of land ( lone tree on point that is favored by Merlin)} where
the short-cut path comes out to the creek. This is the area were the water stops and it
becomes drier. It was with a dozen or so Killdeer and Semipalmated Plovers, Either in
the very, just barely green grass starting to grow on the mud flat and wind row of large
round leaf plants.
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//h el L R
From 3:30-7:00 at Brilyea Access, I and Bruce MacPherson watched a good WL
§r2,

collection of shorebirds on the mudflats: ([ wiis T wis kAt gy atas
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—AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER - 1 THZ Y wSRE peT o4l Bt WIS

Semipalmated Plover - a few

Killdeer - X

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE - 3

DUNLIN - 5

Greater Yellowlegs - X

Lesser Yellowlegs - X

Semipalmated Sandpiper - X

Least Sandpiper - X

PECTORAL SANDPIPER - 3+

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER - 2 £
/

(A
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Blue-winged Teal - about 15 W o A1 )
Belted Kingfisher - 1 LAY %

The golden-plover, Dunlin, and White-rumped Sandpipers each appeared twice on
those mudflats which are viewed from a grass-infringed path off the track
leading from the first parking lot. The phalaropes seemed mainly swimming in
the pool farthest from the parking lots, though one appeared several times on
the mudflats with the golden-plover, etc..

An adult Bald Eagle had a short conflict with an Osprey, the smaller bird

diving down and harassing the eagle, eventually driving it away. My mother and

I both saw Merlins/a Merlin. Tree Swallows (and Barn Swallows) were gathered

in impressive numbers, even landing on the road between the two parking lots.
About 30 Great Blue Herons were visible from the walkway bridge at dusk.

The water and sky and now fading goldenrod are peaceful and quite beautiful.

Davie Rolnick
Rupert, VT
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Just to show you that Dead Creek never seems to get less interesting
there were massive amounts of shorebirds today at Dead Creek.
is a tally of what Mike Lester and I found from 9am to lpm:

Great Blue Heron
American Widgeon
Green-wing Teal

Turkey Vulture (West Rd.)
Northern Harrier
Red-tailed Hawk

Merlin

RING-NECKED PHEASANT { 1 female with many Juveniles along West Rd.) -

f Mike tells me this is a rare breeder for VT.

10of3

=

Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER ({3+)
Pectoral Sandpiper (Many)

DUNLIN (1 all the way down at the far side)

SILT SANDPIPER (1 or 2)
RED-NECKED PHALARROPE (3)
Ring-billed Gull

Rock Pigeon

Morning Dove

Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Barn Swallow

WINTER WREN (West Rd.)
Gray Catbird

Blue Jay

Bmerican Crow

Common Raven

House Sparrow

Warbling Vireo (Heard* Slang Rd.)

House Finch

American Goldfinch
Chipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Red-winged Blackbird
Brown-headed Cowbird

Here

Also Reported in the Morning by others by not seen by ourselves:
L SHMROAF Y

Black-bellied Plover
White-rumped Sandpiper
Ruddy Turnstone

L AT rmensth 7 Dcun

Black. geko PO was

e

Big Misses on the shorebird Scene: Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary

Sandpiper, Dowitcher, Western Sandpiper, and Sanderling.

people should look out for other types of Phalaropes).
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“Statewide

9.10.07

*VT0403.06

This is the Vermont Rare Bird Alert for September 10, 2007 covering the
period September 3 - 9, 2007.

Highlights this week include the following migrating
shorebirds: AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER (1 present all week at Brilyea Access.

area, Dead Creek, last sighted 9/%), WHIMBREL (Charlotte Town Beach, 9/4),
STILT SANDPIPER (Brilyea Access: 2-9/4, 3-9/6, 4-9/8, 5-9/9), BUFF-BREASTED
{1 on 9/5 and 9/6, Brilyea Access) and RED-NECKED PHALAROPE {2 on $/9,
Brilyea Access and an UnconfIrmed sighting of 7 on 9/5).

GREAT BLUE IIFRONS have heen seen in large numhers, including
90 at Dead Creek on 9/4, 113 on 9/5 and 150 on 9/6.

A RING-NECKED PHEASANT and young were observed at Dead Creek

on 9/8B.

The family of three SANDHILL CRANES was spotted at Bristol
Pond on 9/6.

The following shorebirds were seen regularly throughout the
past week at Dead Creek (unless specific dates are provided), primarily at
the Brilyea Access area: SEMIPALMATED PLOVER, KILLDEER, GREATER YELLOWLEGS,
LESSER YELLOWLEGS, SOLITARY SANDPIPER (4 on 9/9), SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER,
LEAST SANDPIPER, WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS (5 on 9/3, 2 on 9/6, 2 on 9/9),
BAIRD'S SANDPIPER (1 on 9/3 and 9/4, 3 juveniles on 9/5, 1 on 9/7, 3 on
9/8), PECTORAL SANDPIPER {10 on 9/4, 5 on 9/5, 3 on 9/6, 6 on 9/8) and
DUNLIN (5 on 9/6, 1 on 9/8).

COMMON NIGHTHAWKS were spotted at Dead Creek and Norwich this
week,

The Vermont Institute of Natural Science offers natural
history trips, lectures and programs. To receive a copy of our program
calendar, stop at one of our centers, call the office during business hours
at 802-359-5000 or visit the VINS' web site at hitp://www.vinsweb.org
<http:/iwww.vinsweb.orgi>,

This Vermont birding report is a service of the Vermont Institute of Natural
Science, VINS is a non-profit, membership organization located in Quechee
with a regional center in Manchester. Founded in 1972, VINS' mission is to
protect our natural heritage through education and research. Your membership
supports these goals and this reporting service. Updates are typically made
on Fridays. DPlease report your sightingas of rare or

unusual birds to VINS, or email reports to [login to unmask]

If you have any interesting birds to report, you can send your sightings to
the RBA via e-mail at: [legintounmask] Or enter your sightings on Vermont
eBird at hitp:/fwww.ebird.org/VINS/,

Mary Holland

Chris Rimmer

Kent McFarland
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(cantinued from page 10)

Why weuld a wood-
pecket peck on a stone
wall?— Carmen Crane,
Baltimore, Maryland

The bird may have been probing
for insects in holes and crevices.
Or if the wall was limestone or

a similar material, it may have
pbeen obtaining calcium. Birds:
cannot store calcium in their
bodies, but they seek it to aid in
eggshell formation and chicks’
bone development.

A SPECIAL HONOR

Contributing Editor Julie Craves,
the author of this column, has
received a great honor: A new
(albeit extinct) species of owl
was recently named after her.

Craves’s Giant Barn Owl
(Tyto cravesae) was described
based on fossilized bones dis-
covered in several caves in Cuba
by Julie’s great friend, the orni-
thologist and paleornithologist
William Suérez. The etymology
states: “After Julie Craves, of the
University-/ of Michigan-Dearborn
for her dedication to avian
conservation and her boundiess
appreciation of Guban friends
and birds.”

You can read more about the
discovery at www.BirdWatching
Daily.com and on the blog of the
Rouge River Bird Observatory,
http://net-resuits.blogspot.com.

Please join me in congratulat-
ing Julie on this high honor. —
Chuck Hagner, Editor

Send a question

Send your qtres'i;lon to asksl
terintdaily.comar visit
e 1rd_'i¢at_c!1ir_;gﬁaily.'cqm_
--“Corimct us

12 BirdWatching

%
:

Y. —
FIRST IN BRITISH: COLUMBIA' This Field Sparrow, a

bird of eastern North America, was seen in late
October near furry Creek, north of Vancouver.

N 3 IJ’ \

O L

FIRST IN ONTARIO' in eariy October, this Eurasi
Dotterel was on a mudfiat on the South Brucs
Penjnsula, near Lake Huron.

FIRS‘I’ IN OREGON: This Great Crested Flycatcher
was on a farm in Lincoln County, west of Corvaliis,
for a few days in late October.

FIRST IN SOUTH DAKOTA: This Great Kiskadee
was seen in mid-November near Volga, in the
eastern part of the state.

FIRST lN BRmSH COLUMNA- In Iate October,
birders found this Wood Thrush in a backyard in the
village of Trout Creek, north of Penticton.

THIRD IN IDAHO: This immature Littie Blue Heron
was spotted on the Boise River in Boise from late
October through late November.

Garrett Wos
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