VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
MEETING — NORWICH -7 NOVEMBER 2009

Minutes

Present:

Kent McFarland
Allan Strong
Sue Wetmore
Judy Peterson
Richard Lavallee
Hector Galbraith
John Sutton

Minutes from last year were reviewed and accepted unanimously.
Next meeting was set for Sat., Nov. 6, 2010 at VCE office.

Protocols for the meeting were reviewed.
- Seven members are present for voting on RSDs. We have a quorum from VT
members. We need 5 yes votes (2/3) for acceptance. First state records must have
a unanimous vote.
- It was suggested by Kent that we make sure all rules are written and placed on the
web page. There was agreement on this action item.

Review of any new structures — collection and processing of RSD’s, connection with VT
eBird, role of Committee members and VCE.
- Kent explained the eBird review process and how it is currently linked to the
committee. He explained his role in the RSD process. VCE will continue to host
the meetings, web site and help with RSD requests.

Discuss the visibility of VBRC and interaction with birders via email and website.

- Need to relay the process, rules and criteria as discussed above. This will be done
via the annual committee report and on the web site.

- When the committee report is released, we always need a message about who we
are and what we do that accompanies it.

- Part of message needs to be not only what we do, but that we work for birders.

- We could start a social network page. John demonstrated the potential for this.

- It was decided that Kent will split the committee access only RSD web page into
year folders and keep past years on there for any future reference by the
commitee.

- Because so many digital photos are now accompanying the RSDs, we need to add
a photo description section to RSD form. It was decided that we should have two
RSD forms: one for reports with photo, and one without photo.

- Kent will make PDF forms that users can type into editable regions for both forms
mentioned above and send to committee for review.



Consideration of new committee members

We will remove Roz Renfrew and replace with Kent as the VCE representative.
Ideas for potential additions: George Clark, Ruth Stewart

We wanted to add someone in SW region to committee.

Motion, second and passed to ask these two if they would consider joining the
committee.

Decision made that we can make membership committee decisions electronically
in future if necessary.

Updates on committee projects

1. Historic RSD electronic scanning (Allan Strong)

Allan has 3 boxes of RSDs from VINS being scanned with student help. He hopes
that we can actually put together a file of all RSDs linked to the RSD database.
Committee reiterated that RSDs are for committee use only. Between the birder
and the committee. RSDs will remain private.

2. State List

The committee wished to thank Ted Murin for his help and dedication to this
project. The committee reviewed suggested corrections and changes. Motion to
remove Black rail due to ambiguous historic details. Passed unanimously
Motion for rules for introduced species. Passed unanimously. Must be self
sustaining population to be on the state list.

3. Field Card

All species noted as “V” will not be on the field card. Kent will finalize it and it
will be a downloadable PDF online. We will be able to instantly update whenever
necessary. We will not print them out since they can be downloaded by user and
we have no printing budget.

4. Electronic Voting

Committee felt it works very well. In future we will vote on all records, accept
first state records.

5. Archiving (new project)

Committee discussion about eBird historic records that are submitted and never
had RSD with it in past. Should we ask for RSD? Yes, ask for it. Kent will print
list of all records in review in VT eBird each year in which an RSD was
requested, but never received.

Revisions to on-line checklist and changes to list of species requiring RSD’s

Reiterated that Black Vulture, Nelson’s Sparrow and Cackling Goose already
removed.
If there are 12 or more accepted records, the species can be removed.
Committee reviewed all species noted as “V”.

o Great Cormorant has 12 records, Removed.

o Red-headed Woodpecker. Keep as nesting only.

o Sedge Wren. Change to nesting records only



Common Eider — changed to C

Little Blue Heron — remove

Glossy Ibis — change to N from V
Gyrfalcon - removed

Red Knot — removed

Little Gull- outside Champlain valley only
Black-headed Gull — outside Champlain valley
Northern Hawk Owl — remove
White-eyed Vireo — removed

Varied Thrush — removed

CT Warbler — remove

Dicksisell- remove

O O O O O O OO 0O O0oO 0O Oo

Set definition of “hypothetical” and treatment of exotic species
- A record is listed as hypothetical if it was an accepted RSD, but no photo, only
one observer, AND it represents a first state record.
- Historically, the committee used this term for reports in which all members;
accept it, but one did not accept it.
- Need to define it exactly so there is no confusion. From now on, we will only use
it in the strict sense, not the historic use.

North American Bird editors requested more help in Vermont

Several editors asked for more help from VT in reporting to them for NAB. They
currently have access to the VIBIrd and UVBIRD email lists and they receive a report
from eBird. The committee was not ale to come up with another way to help them with
data at this time. We will add a section to our web page about NAB with contact list,
dates due, etc. to help encourage and inform birders about this record book. The
committee noted that the NAB web page has no contact info. available, but there are due
dates. We will need contact information for each season editor.

Historic Records @ VINS
The committee expressed some concern about the storage conditions of these
paper records. Allan will call John Dolan as representative of VBRC and see if
anything can be agreed upon.

Consideration of the 16 RSD’s voted electronically.

W09-4 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

W09-5 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Sp09-14 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Su09-2 Reviewed. Photo depicts a juvenile N. Harrier. Not Accepted Unanimously
F09-2 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

F09-1 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Remaining RSDs were presented by pre-assigned committee members, discussed and
voted.



Su08-8 Reviewed and discussed. Passed unanimously as escapee

W76-1 Reviewed and not accepted unanimously. Too few data

F50-1 Reviewed and accepted unanimously

F08-10 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

F08-14 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

F08-12 Reviewed and discussed. Probably Lesser subspecies. Not Accepted
Unanimously. Inconclusive.

FO08-16 Reviewed and discussed. Rejected. Two votes against acceptance.
F08-17 Reviewed and discussed. Rejected Unanimously

F08-18 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

F08-19abc Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously. First state record.
W09-2 Reviewed and discussed. Passed. One No vote and one abstained.
WO09-1 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

W09-3 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

W09-6ab Reviewed and discussed. Probably Feral bird. Rejected Unanimously.
Barnyard escapee/exotic of unknown breeds.

WO09-7 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

W09-8 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

SP09-1 Reviewed and discussed. Rejected Unanimously. Inconclusive
Sp09-2 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Sp09-31b Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously. First state record.
Su09-7 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously.2™ state record.
Sp09-15 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Sp09-4 Reviewed and discussed. Rejected Unanimously

Sp09-5 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Spo09-10 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously.First state record
Sp09-11 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously. Second state record. Committee
believes this was a different individual.

F09-5abc Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously. First state record.
Sp09-7 Reviewed and discussed. Rejected Unanimously

Sp09-8 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously as escapee.

Sp09-9 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Sp09-13 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Su09-1 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously. Kent showed others photos of the
family group. He will append these to the RSD.

Su09-3 Reviewed and discussed. passed 4-2

Su09-4 Reviewed and discussed. Rejected Unanimously

Su09-6 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

F09-4 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

F09-3 Reviewed and discussed. Passed Unanimously

Meeting adjourned at 4pm.



